
 
Good afternoon- 
 
It is my pleasure to write to you regarding Sarah Minette who teaches for you. Sarah is 
graduating from the Arizona State University School of Music this December with her 
PhD in Music Education. Each semester, colleges at the university are asked to nominate 
a graduate who has been outstanding as a student, young scholar and citizen within the 
program. This semester, the School of Music nominated Sarah Minette to our college 
dean, and she was chosen to be the Herberger Institute for Design and the Arts 
Outstanding Graduate. This involves carrying the school gonfalon at commencement, 
being recognized in the commencement program and in a video prepared for the 
ceremony. As Sarah was living out-of-state, she was unable to participate in the video, 
but I wanted you to be aware of her nomination and her receipt of this honor. 
  
Here is the statement we received from the music education faculty on behalf of Sarah: 
  
“Sarah Minette has been an outstanding student at ASU, performing at a consistently high 
level. As a teaching assistant, her enthusiasm for teaching made her an inspiring role 
model for undergraduates, particularly as a female band director. She brought her passion 
for social justice to ASU, and has deepened her understanding and her activism over her 
four years in the program. Her dissertation, “Do I really want to do this now?” 
Negotiations of Sexual Identity and Professional Identity: A Collaboration with Six  
Lesbian and Gay K-12 Music Educators, explores how lesbian and gay teachers navigate 
the complexities of their sexuality within school music classrooms. Based on participant 
interviews, Sarah wrote their stories as creative nonfiction, a relatively new approach to 
qualitative research that brings each participant’s experiences to life. Because participants 
in the study range from a first-year to a retired teacher, Sarah examines their experiences 
in light of shifts of social and cultural attitudes towards LGBT teachers in historical 
context. Sarah has presented her research in local and national venues, including the 
National Association for Music Education Research Conference, the Feminist Theory and 
Music Conference, the Society for Music Teacher Education Symposium, and the New 
Directions Conference. Her energy and passion for her work with her students have 
opened many opportunities as a guest presenter for undergraduate and graduate music 
education classes.” 
  



We are pleased to call Sarah an alumna of our program and excited for her future as a 
music educator. Congratulations on having such a dedicated and committed teacher in 
your program. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Heather Landes, PhD 
Director and Professor of Practice 
Arizona State University 
School of Music 
PO Box 870405 
Tempe, AZ 85287-0405 
P: 480.727.6222 | F: 480.965.2659 
  
	  


