
Dear Principal Stringer, 
  
We fly the United States' flag at South and all over the country to show unity of our people; to 
display our love for the fundamental aspects of this country that hold us together. That flag does 
not love us. The United States of America was founded on hatred and bigotry, bigotry that still 
runs rampant, that seeks to tear us apart rather than hold us together. That flag stands for the 
systematic oppression of people of color, and while I cannot speak with complete certainty of 
the feelings of my peers, I know when I see that flag flying high I feel ashamed, ashamed of the 
ignorance it perpetuates, and I empathize with those people that look up at it and don't have the 
privilege to just feel ashamed. Some people look up at that flag and they see the genocide of 
their people, the hundreds of years of suffering they've had to endure, and continue to endure, 
the suffering their children, and their children's children will have to endure, but it doesn't have 
to be that way, because you can make it a little easier for them, and it isn't hard. It's actually 
quite easy. You don't even have to take the flag down, though ideally you would. 
  
I am advocating that you fly a Black Lives Matter flag alongside the star-spangled banner. The 
Black Lives Matter movement is quite probably the largest movement in US history, and 
possibly even the world. Protests are happening globally, tens of millions of people are in the 
streets in the US alone, and Minneapolis has become something of an epicenter in that 
movement with the death of George Floyd. The Black Lives Matter movement is a far greater 
symbol of freedom and unity than the national flag could ever be. I could go on for days 
depicting all of the ways the United States has wronged the people of the world, but that's not 
the point. The point is that we fly that flag to make people feel good, but as it stands, it is doing 
the opposite. All you have to do to change all of that is show your solidarity with the movement 
with the simplest of actions, and the only conceivable downside is that it would offend people 
that do not support the movement. I could not physically give less of a shit about the feelings of 
people that want to be complicit in the systematic obliteration that people of color face every 
day. The Black Lives Matter movement is not political, it is a matter of human decency and not 
treating our fellow person like an animal, and to reject this idea on the basis of maintaining an 
apolitical position as a school, what you are really doing is maintaining a deeply, deeply racist 
and downright abominable system of oppression. 
  
Complacency is not an option in a war on freedom. 
  
Thank you, 
Jonathan Auckenthaler 
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