
Project Title:  Project UNITE - UNderstanding Identity Through Education 
 
Dear Parent or Guardian,  
 
We are researchers from the Culture and Family Life Lab at the University of Minnesota, who have 
partnered with the principal and the social studies department at Minneapolis Public Schools. We are 
writing to let you know about a program evaluation that will be occurring in social studies classrooms in 
your school this year. Through this program evaluation, called UNderstanding Identity Through 
Education (Project UNITE), we hope to understand students’ experiences with the new ethnic studies 
graduation requirement. All of what we learn – both positive and negative – can help improve students’ 
experiences in these courses.  
 
What will your student be invited to do? How much of their time will this take?  
All 9th graders at your student’s school will be asked to take a short survey at four times during this 
school year.  Each survey will take less than 10 minutes to complete. Altogether, students will take up to 
40 minutes of surveys. Your student can refuse to take the survey and they can skip any question that 
they do not want to answer. 
 
Our research team will also receive information about your student’s academic performance and 
attendance, which will help us understand their transition from middle school to high school. 
 
How will this information be used?  
We will provide a final report to the district and school principals about our findings. We may publish 
the results of the program evaluation, but we will keep your student’s name and other identifying 
information confidential.  
 
The data collected from the student surveys may also be used for the dissertation project of Sarah 
Gillespie, a doctoral student in Developmental Psychopathology and Clinical Science at the University of 
Minnesota.  
 
Who can I talk to if I have questions?  

For questions about the program evaluation: For questions about Ms. Gillespie’s dissertation: 
Researcher Name: Gail Ferguson, Ph.D. 
Phone Number: 612-626-3033 
Email Address: gmfergus@umn.edu 

Researcher name: Sarah Gillespie 
Phone number: 860-967-5123 
Email Address: gille597@umn.edu 

 
Who are our partners in Minneapolis Public Schools? 
K-12 Social Studies Program Facilitators: Molly Siebert and Brandy Siddiqui 

Partner name: Molly Siebert 
Email Address: Molly.Siebert@mpls.k12.mn.us 

Partner name: Brandy Siddiqui 
Email Address: brandy.siddiqui@mpls.k12.mn.us 

 
Research, Evaluation, Assessment, and Accountability Department 

Partner Name: Sophie Pilhofer 
Email Address: Sophie.Pilhofer@mpls.k12.mn.us 

 
Who is overseeing this study? 



This research has been reviewed and approved by an IRB within the Human Research Protections 
Program (HRPP). To share feedback privately with the HRPP about your research experience, call the 
Research Participants’ Advocate Line at 612-625-1650 (Toll Free: 1-888-224-8636) or go to 
z.umn.edu/participants. You are encouraged to contact the HRPP if:  

• Your questions, concerns, or complaints are not being answered by the research team.  
• You cannot reach the research team.  
• You want to talk to someone besides the research team.  
• You have questions about your rights as a research participant.  
• You want to get information or provide input about this research. 

 
What if I DO NOT want my student to participate in the program evaluation?  
As a parent or guardian, you have the right to opt out of this program evaluation  before September 
15th. Please contact Ms. Gillespie (gille597@umn.edu or 860-967-5123) if you do not want your student 
to participate. Your student will still receive all classroom instruction, but they will not participate in the 
survey.  Choosing not to be in this study or to stop being in this study will not result in any penalty to 
you or loss of benefit to which you are entitled. Meaning, your choice not to be in this study will not 
negatively affect your child’s right to an education or their academic standing as a student. 
 
Parents please be aware that under the Protection of Pupils Right Act 20 U.S.C. Section 1232 (c)(1)(A), 
you have the right to review a copy of the questions asked of or materials that will be used with your 
students. If you would like to do so, you should contact Dr. Gail Ferguson to obtain a copy of the 
questions or materials. 
 
Thank you!  
We appreciate the time you took to read about Project UNITE. We hope that the results of this program 
evaluation are useful to your student, their teachers, and future students.  
 
Please reach out to the project members if you have further questions. 
 
Sincerely,  
Sarah Gillespie 
Dr. Gail Ferguson  
 
Culture and Family Life Lab  
Institute of Child Development 
https://innovation.umn.edu/culture-and-family-life-lab/ 


