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United States 

Annexes The 

Hawaii Islands! 

By Ikea McGriff 

The United States officially took 

ownership of the Hawaiian Islands on 

July 7.  The islands are an important for 

both economic and naval reasons. 

The United States had an early interest 

in Hawaii that began in 1820. New 

England missionaries tried in to spread 

their faith. However,  a foreign policy 

goal was to keep European powers out 

of Hawaii.  

The sugar trade acquired true American 

foothold in Hawaii. The United States 

government however, provided 

generous terms to Hawaii sugar 

growers and after the Civil War, profits 

began to swell.  

The turning point in the United States 

and Hawaiian relationship happened in 

1890. Congress approved the McKinley 

tariff, which raised import rates on 

foreign sugar. Most of the sugar 

growers in Hawaii were white 

Americans, and they knew if Hawaii 

was going to be annexed the tariff 

problem would naturally disappear.   

During the attempted annexing in 

January, 1893, the planters staged an 

uprising to overthrow the queen. Since 

they had no leader, marines stormed 

the island and raised the United States 

flag in Honolulu.  

In 1893 Queen Liliuokalani of the 

Hawaiian Islands attempted to 

introduce a new constitution, which 

would place the government of the 

Islands much more completely in her 

power than it had previously been. 

Liliuokalani’s attempt failed. 

Liliuokalani was forced to abdicate, and 

the foreigners in Honolulu set up a 

provisional government with a view to 

negotiating for annexation with the 

United States.  

President Harrison sent an annexation 

treaty to the Senate, but President 

Cleveland, on his coming into power, 

withdrew it.  

The Queen was forced to abdicate, and 

the matter was left for Washington 

politicians to settle. President Cleveland 

withdrew the annexation treaty from 

the Senate and ordered an investigation 

into potential wrongdoings. Cleveland 

aimed to restore Liliuokalani to her 

throne, but American public sentiment 

strongly favored annexation. 

President McKinley, in 1897, sent in a 

second treaty, which was passed by 

Congress in July 1898, and the 

sovereignty was transferred to the 

United States on August 12, 1898.  

 

Trans 

Mississippi 

Expositions 

World’s Fair 

Held! 

By Kieara Hunter-Tabb 

Held in Omaha, Nebraska starting in 

June 1st there was a World’s Fair. 

This World’s Fair is to show the 

development of the whole West. This 

World’s Fair started at the Mississippi 

River to the Pacific Ocean. 

Held in North Omaha, over a 180-

acre tract stretched, this expo had 21 

classical buildings that had modern 

products from all over in the world.  

The Indian Congress was also held. 

More than 2.6 million people came to 

view the 4,062 exhibits there during 

the four month period of the 

Exposition.  

Late in 1895 the decision was made 

to hold the exposition by a small 

group from Omaha led by the banker 

Gurdon Wattles. 

President William McKinley and 

William Jennings Bryan, in addition to 

others, attended at the invitation of 

Wattles.  

Known as the stronger contender 

towards the middle of the year was 

Miller Park. Both sites ended up 

losing in North Omaha. 

President William McKinley gave a 

speech on President’s day. The 

speech took place October 12.  

 

 

Arkansas Bar 

Association Formed 

By Joshua Cunningham 

As early as 1837 they were trying to organize association 

for lawyers in Arkansas but it was not until 1898 that 

Arkansas State Bar Was organized its first president was 

U.M. Rose.  

They also had 36 different committees.  

The Arkansas State Bar publishes the quarterly Arkansas 

Lawyer Magazine. But the Arkansas Bar Association does 

not control lawyer licenses. That is a function of the 

Arkansas Board of Law Examiners.  

Former Senator 

Blanche K. Bruce 

Dies from Diabetes 
By Joshua Cunningham 

 

 

Former U.S. Senator Blanche K. Bruce died in Washington D.C. on March 
17, 1898 of diabetes. He was a former slave. 
 
Bruce’s father, Pettis Perkinson, was a plantation owner and had a 
relationship with a slave, Polly Bruce, who was Bruce’s mother. 
 
Blanche K, Bruce was a slave in his early days. He ran away from his 
master in 1864. He opened up a school for black children in 1870.  
 
The Mississippi Senate selected him for segregated arms committe. 
 
In 1850 moved to Missouri after becoming a printer's apprentice. The 
Union Army rejected his application to fight in the Civil War. After that 
Bruce taught and went to school at Oberlin College in Ohio for two years.  
 
After two years of school, Bruce went to work as a steamboat porter on 
the Mississippi River. In 1864 Bruce moved to Hannibal, Missouri where 
he made a school for blacks. During the Reconstruction, Bruce became a 
wealthy landowner in the Mississippi Delta. 
 
He later was elected to county positions, including tax collector and 
supervisor of education, He also edited a local newspaper. In February 
1874,  
 
Bruce was elected by the state legislature to the Senate as a Republican. 
He became the second black person to serve in the upper house of the 
Congress. 
 
On February 14, 1879 Bruce presided over the U.S. Senate. 
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Louisiana Tries to 

Stop Black Voters! 

 

By Shimarie Witherspoon 

Over the years, the southern area of Louisiana 

has been trying numerous ways to take rights 

away from the African Americans. 

These things consist of registration laws, 

literary tests and restriction fraud, meaning 

some people would lie and say things to limit 

the African American people. 

On the date of May 12th 1898 Louisiana 

amended the State Constitution stating that all 

voters must be able to read English in order to 

vote, without any consideration of the 

uneducated African Americans. 

This enraged most African Americans because 

this crippled them in the electoral process. This 

caused African Americans to try to learn how to 

read. 

Louisiana had a lot of schools that turned 

African Americans away, this also putting a 

stop African Americans being able to vote. 

High Court voids 

Nebraska Railroad 

Tariffs! 

By Leif Young 

In the recent Supreme Court case, Smyth v. 

Ames, it is argued that a railroad corporation 

is a person within the means of the 

Fourteenth Amendment, and therefore 

cannot be deprived of property except 

through the due course of law, and that 

States cannot set prices for transportation of 

persons or property so low that it deprives 

the carrier of property without compensation. 

On March 7 1898, the Supreme Court voted 

unanimously to abolish the maximum rate 

bill, and amending the contract clause and 

limiting the governmental power to set 

railroad and utility rates. 

The Court said that regulated industries are 

entitled to earn a “fair return” on the “fair 

value” of the enterprise. Under the new fair 

value rule a governmental authority was 

required to determine a “rate base.”  It 

voided previous Nebraska railroad tariffs and 

defined limits to set railroad and utility prices 

 

U.S., Chippewa Fight 

Battle in Northern 

Minnesota! 

By Creadel Bradley 

The Battle Sugar Point or the Battle of Leech Lake was fought on 

October 5, 1898 between the 3rd U.S Infantry and members of the 

Pillager Band of Chippewa Indians. This was a failed attempt to 

apprehend Pillager Ojibwa Bugonaygeshig, whose name means 

cold bug or hole in the day. 

The main issue between the Ojibwa and Indian service officials was 

the frequent arrest of tribal members on minor the charges and 

transporting them to federal court far from the reservation for 

trial. Frequently these charges involved the sale and consumption 

of alcohol on the reservation, which is banned by federal law. 

Witnesses to criminal acts were also transported. Harvesting of 

dead and down timber by local logging companies also caused 

considerable resentment. 

Although the logging companies paid for the timber they 

harvested, the value was often underestimated and payments 

were frequently late. In addition some unscrupulous loggers 

purposely set fire to healthy tress in order to damage them and 

pass them off as dead timber. 

A Pillager, Bugonaygeshing, was among those protesting the 

business practices of the logging companies on the reservation in 

early 1898. Howerver when he and Sha Boonday Shkong traveled 

to the nearby Indian village of Oninfum on September15, 1898, 

they were seized by U.S Deputy Marshal Robert Morrison and U.S. 

Indian Agent Arthur M. Tinker as witness to a bootlegging 

operation and were going to be transported to Duluth. 

Soon after landing at the village, two of the Pillagers who were 

involved in Bugonaygeshig's escape were recognized and arrested. 

Bugonshaygeshing was unable to be found apparently having fled 

prior to their arrival. 

The soldiers made camp and began searching the surrounding 

woods and neighboring village to arrests Pillagers with 

outstanding warrants. None of those with arrest warrants were 

found. 

The circumstances as to which side fired the first shot are disputed 

by both sides. General Bacon claimed that one of the soldiers rifles 

accidentally wen off causing the Pillagers hiding in the woods to 

think that they were being attacked while the Pillagers said the 

battle started when several soldiers were seen firing at an Indian 

canoe carrying several women as their steamship approached 

Sugar Point. 

Boston Devastated 

by Blizzard! 

By Keyon Thomas 

One of the most devastated blizzards ever to hit the 
East Coast raged for 36 hours. Called “The White 
Hurricane,” the storm produced a combination of 
blending snow, deep drifts, diving wind, and severe 
cold on Sunday, March 11, 1888.  

That night, a light rain began to fall across 
Massachusetts. The next morning the rain had turned 
into heavy snow. They had up to 40 to 50 inches of 
snow. That afternoon whiteout conditions brought life 
to standstill in Central and Western Massachusetts. 

Moving West to East, the blizzard reached Boston by 
nightfall. Strong waves battered the coastline. 

As the weather system that spawned the storm stalled 
off Rhode Island, up to 4 feet of snow fell on 
Massachusetts. Hard wind turned the snow into drifts 
up to 50 feet high 

The snow researched the second floor of many 
buildings, and some houses only the chimney was 
visible. With temperatures in single digits and the wind 
gusting up to 80 m.p.h., people who ventured outside 
became disoriented, or stuck in fast-building drifts. 
Some were frozen to death.  

Passengers were trapped in standard railroad cars 
burning seats and other wooden components to stave 
off the cold. 

Stores closed down and trains stopped moving, winds 
downed telegraphs lines, and food supplies soon ran 
low, and so did heat. Most homes were warmed by 
coal-fire stoves. 

The people of Boston were thinking of spring. Crocuses 
were in bloom, and farmers had begun to prepare their 
fields.  

The sun finally appeared on March 13, but failed to 
melt much snow as temperatures failed to hit 30 
degrees. 

The winter had already delivered a news-breaking 

storm with the great “Schoolhouse” blizzard that had 

sadly killed 235 people in Nebraska. 

National Bankruptcy Law 

Enacted! 

By Kieara Hunter-Tabb 

To contain the records of all the undertaken, in one single 

bankruptcy action there was the Bankruptcy Act. 

Starting in 1898, the act created offices of referees. Directed by the 

court, the referees were to be with jurisdiction to make changes of 

the bankruptcy or to dismiss petitions.  

Added along with other duties they were expected to deal with 

opposition arising out of applications for composition the 

discharges.  

On July 1, Congress passed the Fourth National Bankruptcy Act. 

Anyone who owned debts other than a Corporation was eligible for 

the benefits of the law as bankruptcy. Debts of at least $1,000 could 

be changed as in involuntary bankrupt.  

If the applicant had committed an offense the certificate of 

discharge was denied. Real financial conditions and in the 

contemplation of bankruptcy had been revised. After the revision 

this was called Chandler Act, which took effect June 22.  

 

New York Annexes 

Brooklyn, Queens 
By Ikea McGriff 

 
The unofficial term for the expansion of New 
York City was created on January 1, 1898 and 
was called The City of Greater New York. The 
consolidation of the existing city of New York 
with eastern Bronx, Brooklyn, most of 
Queens County, and Staten Island was 
completed.  
 
West of the Bronx River had been annexed 
to the City and County of New York in 1874, 
and was well known as the Annexed District.  
 
Leading to the consolidation the City of 
Brooklyn had gradually expanded, due to 
annexing all of the other towns and cities in 
Kings County. But it was only the western 
part of Queens County that was part of the 
consolidation plan.  
 
Andrew Haswell Green was the leader of the 
consolidation movement; it was the work of 
merchant elite and progressives.  
 
Some people even would deride the effort as 
the Andy Green’s hobby. The main focus of 
the consolidation plan was to consolidate 
the Twin Cities of New York and Brooklyn. In 
addition, Long Island City and various rural 
areas expected future development of those 
areas.  
 
With Republicans historically more powerful 
in Brooklyn and Democrats other places, 
partisan politics played a role, each major 
political party hoping to dominate the 
consolidated city. 
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The Battle of 
Omdurman Fought 
By Shimarie Witherspoon 

The Battle of Omdurman took place 

September 2, 1898 located a small African 

town by the name of, Kerreri, north of 

Omdurman in British East Africa. The British 

Army was commanded by Herbert Kitchener. 

The army consisted of 8,000 British regulars 

and a mixed force of 17,000 Sudanese and 

Egyptian soldiers. 

 

Kitchener and his troops were up against 

Abdullah al-Taashi, successor to self-

proclaimed Mahdi Muhammad Ahmad and his 

army. Abdullah had around 50,000 followers 

including 3,000 cavalry. 

 

The battle started early morning, around 6:00 

a.m. After a short showdown the day before, 

8,000 men awaited the British, followed by 

another 8,000 waiting in the northwest. The 

British opened fire, causing severe casualties 

on Abdullah’s men.   

 

The battle ended quickly, leaving Abdullah 

with about 4,000 casualties, none of the 

attackers came close to the British trenches.   

 

The Battle of Omdurman was part of the on-

going Mahdist Revolt.  The revolt began is the 

1870’s when Muhammad Ahmad preached to 

his followers that the land must be liberated 

from the Ottoman Empire.  The revolt spread 

into British-controlled Egypt in 1883. It was 

then that the British became involved with the 

conflict. 

U.S. Defeats 
Spain in 
Glorious War 
By Shimarie Witherspoon 

 

 

 

United States declared war on Spain on April 

25th 1898. On February 15, 1898 the battleship 

Maine, stopping over in Havana harbor, sank, 

causing the United States to declare war on 

Spain. 

The war really began for the United States in 

June. The Marines arrived in Cuba where they 

captured Guantanamo Bay. 17,000 troops landed 

east of Santiago de Cuba, the second largest city 

on the island.  

Rebels inside Cuba had as many as 50,000 men. 

U.S Army strength at the time totaled at 26,000, 

requiring the passage of the Mobilization Act on 

April 22.   This allowed for an army of 125,000 

volunteers.  This was later increased to 200,000 

including the original army of 65,000.  

On June 22, United States troops landed at 

Daiquiri where they were joined by Calixto 

Garcia and about 5,000 revolutionaries. It was 

not until July 1 when U.S troops attacked the 

San Juan Heights. Troopers, consisted of the 

African American Ninth and Tenth Cavalries 

and the Rough Riders commanded by Lt. Col. 

Theodore Roosevelt were the American’s who 

charged the hill. 

They went up against Spanish forces at Kettle 

Hill while the forces led by Brigadier General 

Jacob Kent charged up San Juan Hill and pushed 

Spanish troops further inland causing 1,700 

casualties.  

Representatives of Spain and the United States 

signed a peace treaty in Paris on December 10. 

This gave the United States Cuba, Puerto Rico 

and Guam. The treaty also allowed the winning 

side to purchase the Philippines Islands from 

Spain for $20 million. The war cost the United 

States $250 million and 3,000 lives. Of the 

casualties, 90% perished from infectious 

diseases. 

 

Yukon Territory 

Created in Canada 

By Ikea McGriff 

 

Yukon Territory is in Canada, the 

westernmost and smallest of the three 

federal territories. Whitehouse is the 

territory capital.  

The territory was split in 1898 from the 

Northwest Territories. The territory is 

actually named after the Yukon River, and 

the word Yukon means “great river” or “big 

stream” in the Gwich’in language.  

Yukon was part of Beringia in central and 

northern Canada. A volcanic eruption of 

Mount Churchill near the Alaskan border 

layered the Yukon with ash. 

Coastal and inland first nations had already 

had extensive trading networks. In the 19th 

century they began with the fur trade 

followed by missionaries and the western 

union telegraph expedition.  

Towards the end of the 19th century gold 

miners were moving in on rumors of gold. 

By doing this, it drove a population increase 

that justified the establishment of a police 

force.  

They established a police force just in time 

of the start of the Klondike Gold Rush in 

1897. The increase that was caused by the 

gold rush led to the separation of the Yukon 

district from the Northwest Territories and 

the formation of the separate Yukon 

Territory.  

The archaeological significance in Yukon 

holds some of the earliest evidence of the 

presence of human occupation in North 

America. The archaeologists safeguard the 

history of the first people and the earliest 

First Nations of the Yukon. 

Philippine Islands 
Declare 
Independence 
By Ikea McGriff 

 

The Philippines proclaimed independence on 

June 12, 1898 in Cavite II el Viejo, 

Philippines, with the reading of The Act of 

the Declaration of independence.  

 

Under General Emilio Aguinaldo the Filipino 

the revolutionary proclaimed their sovereignty 

and independence of the Philippine Islands 

from the colonial rule of Spain.  

 

The Philippine revolution actually began in 

1896, but in December of 1897 the Spanish 

government and the revolutionaries signed a 

truce. The Pact of Biak-an-Bato required the 

Spanish had to pay the revolutionaries 

800,000 pesos, and that Aguinaldo and other 

leaders go into exile in Hong Kong.  

 

In April, the Spanish American war started. 

Commodore George Dewey boarded the 

U.S.S. Olympia, sailed from Hong Kong to 

Manila Bay leading the Asiatic squadron of 

the U.S. Navy.  

On May 1, 1898 the United States defeated 

the Spanish in the battle of Manila Bay. 

Aguinaldo decided to return to the Philippines 

to help Americans defeat the Spaniards.  

 

The navy transported him back aboard the 

U.S.S. McCulloch and on the May 19 he 

arrived back in Cavite. 

 

 

Expedition Crosses 
Antarctic 
By Kieara Hunter-Tabb 

 

Southwestern Cross Expedition was also known 

as British Antarctic Expedition. They were the 

first British to venture from the Heroic Age of 

Antarctic Exploration. They were privately 

financed by the British magazine publisher Sir 

George Newness.  

 

The expedition took the ship Southern Cross in 

August. They returned to the England, the 

expedition was received by the London 

Establishment. At this time the farthest south 

latitude anyone traveled was 78'50. 
 

French Army Captain 

Imprisoned for Treason 
By Kiearra Hunter-Tabb 
 

 
Captain Alfred Dreyfus 

 

French Army Captain Alfred Dreyfus put in 

prison for committing the crime of telling a 

secret on a closed crime. He was put in 

Devil’s Island.   

 

Trying to prove him innocent, his family 

hired Auguste Scheurer-Kestner as his 

lawyer. His family also contacted French 

President Felix Faure.  
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La Bourgogne Sinks, only 173 Survive 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

France Creates 

Commercial Area in 

Indochina  
 

By Creadel Bradley 

 

On April12, 1898 Kwang Cho Wan was 

leased by China to France to counter the 

growing commercial power of British Hong 

Kong.  

 

Their colony described as commercially not 

important but their strategically located most 

of France’s energies went into the Kwang-

Cho-Wan administration of French 

Indochina.  

 

Kwang Cho Wan was effectively placed 

under the authority of the French resident 

superior in Tonkin but the main concern in 

China was the protection of Roman Catholic 

missionaries. 

By Leif Young 

  

SS La Bourgogne, 13 years 

after her maiden voyage, 

was struck by the 

Cromartyshire and sunk on 

July 4th 1898 near Sable 

Island.  

 

During the chaos that 

ensued after the collision, 

the crew of La Bourgogne 

refused to aid the 

passengers to the point of 

stabbing them.  

 

There are reports of 

passengers attempting to 

rush lifeboats. Only 173 of 

people on board survived.  

 
 

Among the dead are three 

members of the Boston 

orchestra, Turkish wrestler 

Yusuf İsmail, the American 

instructor/sculptor Emil 

Wuertz and American 

painter De Scott Evans.  

 

170 bags of mail and 1000 

tons of cargo valued at 

$600,000 went down with 

the ship. Only one woman 

was rescued. None of the 

children on board survived.  
 

Surviving crew members 

required police protection 

upon their arrival in New 

York. 

 

The Cromartyshire 

escaped the collision with 

a missing bow, but 

remained afloat. The 

Cromartyshire then 

jettisoned 30 tons of cargo 

to lighten the ship to allow 

passengers from La 

Bourgogne to board. 
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Pygmalion turned 

into French film 
 

By Shimarie Witherspoon 

 

Pygmalion and Galatea is a French 

film directed by Georges Méliès. 

This film was based on an old book 

titled the Pygmalion Myth.  

 

The film did not become a big hit in 

America, but it was a big deal in 

Paris, the original place of the story 

line. 

 

The film was released by Méliès 

Star Film Company. 

 
 

Panorama from the 

top of a moving 

train! 
By Shimarie Witherspoon 

 

“Panorama from top of a moving 

train, is silent French film. This 

film went big 1898 one year after 

it was created. 

   

The film was directed and written 

by the French journalist Georges 

Méliès. 

   

Georges also directed several other 

films this year like, The Vanishing 

Lady, The Haunted Castle, and 

The Man with the Rubber Hand.  
 

Don Juan Tenorio 

becomes Spain’s 

longest running play 
 

By Ikea McGriff 

 

Don Juan Tenorio is a play that was 

written José Zorrilla in 1844. It is 

more romantic out of the two 

Spanish language literary 

interpretations of the legend of Don 

Juan.  

 

The other one, El Burlador de Sevilla 

y Convidado de Piedra written 1630, 

is attributed to Tirso de Molina.  

 

In 1880 Zorrilla recognized that Don 

Juan Tenorio owes a great deal to the 

earlier version in Recuerdos del 

Tiempo Viejo, even though the 

author curiously confused de Molina 

with another writer of the same era.  

 

This Don Juan goes away from its 

normal moralistic theme of Tirso de 

Molina’s play. The character is much 

more carefree and conflicts the 

original and highlights the manner in 

which the values of the myth can be 

reinterpreted by all.  

 

Most of Zorrilla’s plays are often 

understood as an assertion of the 

author’s conservatisms and Catholic 

faith.  

 

Don Juan is also is also the longest 

running play in Spain. It became a 

tradition of the Spanish theater to 

perform El Tenorio on All Saints 

Day.  

 

The author actually did not benefit 

from the play’s success. Not too long 

after writing it Zorrilla sold the rights 

to the play since he did not expect it 

to be much more successful than any 

of this others. 
 

Lillian Russell 

 

By Ikea McGriff 
 

Lillian Russell is one of the most famous 

female actress and singers of the 19
th
 

century, known for her beauty and style.  

After a separation of her parents, she 

moved to New York with her mother, 

where she performed professionally.  

In 1884 she married Edward Solomon a 

composer and created roles in several of 

his own operas in London. Shortly after 

he was arrested for bigamy.  

Russell married three other times. The 

longest one was with Diamond Jim 

Brady, who supported her extravagant 

lifestyle for four decades.  

In 1885, Russell decided to return to 

New York, where she continued to star in 

theatre. She was the foremost singer of 

operettas in America, performing 

continuously throughout the end of the 

19
th
 century. 

 

War Memorial Dedicated 
 

 
 

By Kieara Hunter-Tabb 

 

The Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Memorial was dedicated in New 

York City on August 6.  This memorial is to the military 

people who sacrificed their lives during the Civil War.  

 

On August 6 William R. Ware and Charles B. Antwood 

was appointed by to create the Soilders’ and Sailors’ 

Memorial. A committee selected John H. Duncan’s design 

the arch.  

 

Out of 36 designs submitted, only one was chosen.  

 

It took 2 and a half months for preparation. Before the arch 

was even started it was recommended for a Bronze medal. 

The arch’s design was secret until 1892.  

 

Since the arch was started there had been many things 

added, and removed but this arch remains a mark in 

history.  
 

First All-Black Broadway 

Musical a Hit 
 

By Kieara Hunter-Tabb 

 

The first production of "Clorindy: The Origin of the 

Cakewalk" was held on July 4, 1989. It was the first All-

Black musical on Broadway. 

 

“Clorindy” starred  Ernest Hogan who was born in 1865. 

He was the first Black to produce and star in a Broadway 

play.  

 

"The Oyster Man" was the first play performed. Will 

Marion Cook believed Negro’s should work to create new 

unique styles to reflect their cultures. He preferred this 

over listening to "irritating white people music." 

 

He always dreamed of being involved with the first all-

black cast as a Broadway producer. He met much rejection 

before bringing out his cast. 

 
 

Italian Song Becomes Hit 

 
 

By Josh Cunningham 

 

Italian ballad Ciribiribin became a popular song during 1898.   Written in three 

quarter time it was composed by Alberto Pestalozza with lyrics by Carlo Tiochet.  

 

It quickly became popular and has the sheet music has sold quickly. The 

distinguishing feature of the song is repeated use of the five note phrase that 

forms the song name. The name is pronounced “chiribiribee.” 

 

In the sheet music the name is indicated to be enunciated to allow singers to hold 

the vowel at the end as long as they like. 

 

Composer Alberto Pestalozza was born in 1858 in Turin, Italy.  
 
 

Robert Paul Film Debuts 
 

By Joshua Cunningham 

 

Tommy Atkins in the Park is short black and white film. It 

is only 47 seconds long. It was directed by Robert W. 

Paul and the movie is about a couple who is sitting in a 

park talking. They have to do something drastic. They are 

interrupted by a woman who is stalking them.  

 

This film was a remake of another film called the 

Soilder's Courtship. The creator was Alfred Mouls. It was 

a short comedy film also in black and white. 

 

Robert W. Paul is a British electrician. He was an 

instrument maker, and a pioneer of British film.  
 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=LbxbfkRkmOWrQM&tbnid=HgM_alEh59aWnM:&ved=0CAgQjRw&url=http://american-miniatures20c.blogspot.com/2011/08/wiltschek-and-unknown-portraits-of.html&ei=PUJ-U5KONM-1yATqgIHIBw&psig=AFQjCNHKsQb5FtJgp0RfzpmMVDCPUWHS6w&ust=1400869821907454
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Berlin Artist Revolt, 

Form New Organization 
 

By Leif Young 

 

When the official salon jury rejected a landscape painting by 

Walter Leistikow, he and many others broke away from the 

Association of Berlin Artists to found the Secession, but they were 

not the only artist seceding.  

 

Throughout Europe artists have been seceding in order to create 

their own galleries and organize their own exhibitions.  

 

The first President of the Berlin Secession was the Jewish painter 

Max Liebermann, who is rumored to be the only Jew in the 

secession.  
 

He proposed to the Secession that Paul Cassirer and his cousin 

Bruno act as business managers.  

 

The Secession revitalized the Berlin art scene, attracting artists to 

the city from elsewhere in Germany. Sixty-five artists formed the 

initial Berlin Secession. 
 

Cape Fear Museum of 

History and Science Created 
 

 
 

 

By Keyon Thomas 

 

Cape Fear Museum of History and Science was created in 1898. It 

is the first history museum in the state of North Carolina. 

 

The Cape Fear Museum is located the County of New Hanover, 

North Carolina. Situated in a two story structure, the museum 

houses more than 50,000 materials and exhibits including photos, 

household items, and industrial objects all relating to the Lower 

Cape Fear region.  

 

The region is 50 miles away from Wilmington named for the Cape 

Fear River. 

 

There is a large diorama of historic Fort Fisher Wilmington, a focal 

point of the American Civil War. Wilmington remained under 

Confederate control until February 1865. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.thehenryford.org/exhibits/pic/2010/september/pic.asp?pic=2
http://www.thehenryford.org/exhibits/pic/2010/september/pic.asp?pic=9
http://chipsofftheoldblock.files.wordpress.com/2013/09/drink_soda.jpg
http://thegaltcookbook.files.wordpress.com/2014/05/capture-tea-packing-machine.jpg
http://thegaltcookbook.files.wordpress.com/2014/05/capture-golden-blend.jpg
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The Italian Football 

Champion Crowned 
By Shimarie Witherspoon 

 

 

1898 was a big year for Italy.  This was the first year for the Italian Football 
League and the team from Genoa won the championship this year! 
Not only is this their first year playing as a football league, they also declared 
a champion. 
To determine a champion, there was a knockout tournament involving three 
clubs from Turin and one from Genoa. All matches were played at the 
Velodromo Umberto, the major stadium for Italy. The tournament was held 
in Turin on May 8th, and only lasted one day.  
 
The Italians must be pretty proud of this success; this is going to go down in 
history. 

Ayme is French men’s 

single championship 
By Ikea McGriff

 
Paul Ayme defeated Paul Lebreton three straight sets to win 
the 1898 French Open. This was Ayme’s second straight open 
title. 
 
The Internationaux de France, also known as the French 
Open is an annual tennis tournament that was created in 
1891 and played in Paris France. It was not until 1897, the 
men’s singles event was the only one help at the French 
Open, and the tournament is played during late May and 
early June.  
 
It is the second of the four grand slams tournaments. The 
national body that organizes these events is the Fédération 
Française de Tennis, also known as the FFT.  
 
The sandy courts of Ile de Puteaux, and the clay courts of 

Racing Club de France are where the tournament is held. 

College Football has long 

History 
By Creadel Bradley 

 

 

In the 19th Century, intramural games of football began on college campus. 

A Harvard tradition known as the “Bloody Monday” began in 1827.  

The games began to return to college campus around the late 1860’s. At one 

time, the game was banned in universities.  

Football really began growing in popularity in various of east coast preps 

schools. The representatives from Yale and Rutgers met in New York at a 

hotel and set up the first rules of college football.  

The rules of college were published in 1871.  

Harvard quickly took a liking to the rugby game with all of their tries which 

until that time when it was not used in the American football league.  

The representatives met again in Springfield to standardize the game based 

on the rugby game to Harvard in 1874. But Yale did not join the group until 

1879 because before all this start it disagreed on the number of player on 

each team.  

In the year 1898 the team that won the championship is Chicago. They had 

the best record than any other team in the season that year.  

The 1898 season marked the first two players to receive the recognition and 

one of them his name William Cunningham who plays center position for the 

Michigan and the other player name Clarence Hershberger who plays the 

position full back for the Chicago team. 

Henning Grenander is 

Men’s World Figure 

Skating Champ 
By Joshua Cunningham 

Henning Grenander won the Men's World Figure Skating 

Championship in 1898. He was only 24-years-old.  This was 

his only win in the Men’s World Figure Skating 

Championships. 

Henning Grenander was born in 1874 in Stockholm, Sweden.    

Ice skating is basically ice dancing with skates. There are 

different categories. There’s men’s singles, ladies singles, and 

pair skating and it is usually held in March.  

They have so many different champions like the four 

continent championships. 

Football takes the life of 

18 college players in 1898 

By Leif Young 
Following this inconclusive season of college football the 

clear-cut losers are the dead players who gave their lives to 

help their team win a game of college football.  
In the last year there were at least 18 deaths directly 

correlated to football. In one case two players were running 

towards each other and a careless tackle ended in one player 

being kicked in the head fracturing his skull.  

In another case a man went down and many more dog piled 

on top. When everyone stood up the lowest man was found 

dead with a broken neck.  

In another incident, four men went down in a heap and one 

lashed out with their heel and caught another on the head. 

He died three days later.  

Injuries such as broken bones, smashed noses, dislocated 

shoulders, and sprained ankles are normal to football players.  

On February 18, 1898, a conference at Brown University was 

called to discuss these concerns. Many colleges sent a faculty 

member, and an alumnus to represent their college. The 

1898 Faculty Report on College Sports was a potent call for 

action to cure the evils of athletics. It proposed twenty rules 

for adoption. 
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Noble Howard is Irish 

Derby Winner 
By Ikea McGriff 

 

 

 

Noble Howard was the winner of the 32nd Irish Derby. 

Irish Derby is an Ireland equivalent sport of the Epsom 

Derby. It happens three weeks after the English races. It is a 

group of flat horse racing in Ireland open to three year olds 

thoroughbred clots and fillies.  

It happens at the Curragh. It is over a distance of a mile and 

four furlongs. It is scheduled to take place every year in late 

June or early July.  

When the Irish Derby began, it was an event called the 

O’Darby Stakes. It was established in 1817 but was 

discontinued after 1824.  

The race titled the Curragh Derby was inaugurated in 1848 

but was shortly lived.  

Earl III of Howth, Marquess III of Drogheda, and Earl III of 

Charlemont created the modern Irish Derby.  

There have been many chances to this game over the years, 

when it was first ran in 1866. It initially was one mile, six 

furlongs, and three yards. In 1869 it was extended by nine 

yards, and cut to its present distance in 1872. 

 

 
 

Pittsburg Athletic Club 

Folds 
By Leif Young 

 

 

The Pittsburgh athletic club, established in 1891, was forced 

to fold after 7 years. They were the first to create a contract 

to play football.  

On October 4 1893, Pittsburgh signed a player to a 

professional football. The contract was given to Grant Dibert 

who played halfback and was a member of the Pittsburgh A. 

C. since 1890.  

The terms of the contract are as follows: Dibert must play in 

all Pittsburgh games and will not play for anyone else. In 

return Dibert was paid $50 per game.  

Recently Pittsburgh put together a team of local stars to 

play against Duquesne. However Pittsburgh lost the game 

34–0. Following the humiliation of the Duquesne game, 

Pittsburgh decided the cost of paying football players, to see 

them get demolished by Duquesne, was a very bad 

investment for the club. They quietly skulked away from the 

Pittsburgh football scene 

Boston Bean-Eaters Win 

Championship 
By Shimarie Witherspoon 

The Boston Bean-eaters won their second National League pennant in a row. 

The team had been cited along with St. Louis Browns and the Baltimore Orioles 

as the greatest of the 19th century.  

The starting line-up consisted of three stars, third baseman Jimmy Collins, and 

outfielders Billy Hamilton and Hugh Duffy. 

Collins topped the charts with 15 home runs and Hamilton hit for an average of 

.369 with 54 stolen bases. 

Willie Simms is First African 

American Jockey to Win Triple 

Crown 
By Joshua Cunningham 

 

Willie Simms became the first African American horse racer to win the Triple 

Crown races which are The Kentucky Derby, Preakness Stakes, and Belmont 

Stakes. 

In the 1898 Kentucky Derby, he rode Plaudit, owned and trained by John 

Madden to victory in a time of 2:09.00.   

In the Preakness, he rode Sly Fox, trained by Hardy Campbell Jr. and owned by 

Charles Dwyer in a time of 1:49.75. 

He won the Belmont Stakes twice, in 1893 riding Commanche and in 1894 riding 

Henry of Navarre. 

Willie Simms was born in Augusta, Georgia. He began racing in 1887 and iss one 

of the most successful jockeys.  

He used a different riders style called the short stirrup style that gave the rider 

a slumped over position.  

He won the United States riding title in 1894. 

U.S. Mixed Doubles 
Championship goes  

into Extra Time 
By Leif Young 

The 1898 U.S. Tennis Mixed Doubles Championship ended in a closely contested 

match between Carrie Neely and Edwin P. Fischer and Helen Chapman and J.A. 

Hill.  The scores were 6–2, 6–4, 8–6.  

When the last point was scored a wave of noise erupted from the spectators 

stand. It was a momentous day for United States tennis. 

In the first match of the day, Men’s Singles Champion Malcolm Whitman 

dominated Dwight F. Davis 3–6, 6–2, 6–2, 6–1.  

After that was Women’s Singles where Juliette Atkinson defeated Marion Jones 

6–3, 5–7, 6–4, 2–6, 7–5.  

In the Men’s Doubles George Sheldon and Leo Ware defeated Dwight Davis and 

Holcombe Ward 1–6, 7–5, 6–4, 4–6, 7–5  

In the Women’s Doubles where sisters Juliette and Kathleen Atkinson defeated 

Carrie Neely and Marie Wimer 6–1, 2–6, 4–6, 6–1, 6–2. 
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Mary Electa 

Adams 
(November 10, 1823-

November 5, 1898) 

 
By Shimarie 

Witherspoon 

Well-Known teacher Mary 
Adams dies on November 
5. Mary E. Adams was 
born in Westbury, Canada 
on November 10, 1823. 
Her father’s name was 
Rufus Adams, and her 
mother’s name was Maria 
Hubbard. 
 
 Mary became a teacher 
in 1892. At nearly 70 
years of age, she retired 
from teaching, and spent 
her remaining years 
managing cattle ranches 
in Morley, Alberta, 
Canada with her sister 
Augusta and nephew 
Lucius.  
 
On November 5, 1898 she 

died while visiting 

relatives in Toronto 

 

Aurbrey 

Beadsley 

(August 21, 1872- March 

16, 1898) 

 

 

By Kieara Hunter-Tabb 

Aubrey Beardsley, an 

English author, and an 

illustrator, has died.  

 

He was influenced by 

Japanese woodcuts. He 

drew his pictures in 

black ink. He was a 

leading figure in the 

Aesthetic movement; an 

art movement that 

supported esthetic 

values more than social-

political themes for 

literature. 

 

Through his life he 

traveled to Paris. In the 

years of 1891-1892, he 

started using his initials 

on his drawings.   

 

He co-founded the book 

“The Yellow Book.” He 

was the illustration 

producer for many 

books and magazines.  
 

 

He was associated with 

homosexual cliques. 

There also were rumors of 

an incestuous relationship 

with his sister.  

 

Aubrey Vincent Beardsley 

was born August 21, 

1872. At the age of 25 on 

March 16, 1898 Aubrey 

died at the Cosmopolitan 

Hotel. He was there with 

his mother and sister. The 

cause of his death was 

tuberculosis, which is an 

infectious disease.  

 

Johann 

Baptist Beha 
(1815-1898) 

 

 

By Creadel Bradley 
 

World renown clock-

maker Johann Baptist 

Beha died. He was born in 

Oberbrand, Germany. He 

was trained by his father, 

a master clock maker, 

Vinzenz Beha, where he 

built over 300 clocks 

between the years in 1839 

through 1845.  

 

He was the first to make 

cuckoo clocks fitted with 

musical movements. 

 

He was the first to equip a 

Bahnhausle style clock 

case with a cuckoo 

mechanism in 1854. He 

also was the first to make 

Black Forest wall and 

shelf cuckoo clocks with 

spring-wound movement. 

 

He adopted the English 

Fusee system in his clocks 

and expanded export 

market of cuckoos to 

Great Britain. 

 

About 1850 Beha made 

the first oil painted picture 

frame clock, where the 

cuckoo was not integrated 

in the picture. The case 

makers that supplied Beha 

with their cases sold 

identical cases to other 

manufacturers too.  

 

He was the only Black 

Forest cuckoo clock 

maker. The Beha 

enterprise struggled 

during the 1920’s due to 

the lost export market.  

 

He was the best clock 

maker of all time before 

he died in the year of 

1898. He also presented 

the typical Black Forest of 

the 18th and the 19th 

centuries.  

 

After he died his two 

sons, Lorenz and 

Engelbert, continued with 

the company.  
 

 

 

Francis Bell 
October 8, 1822-July 15, 

1898) 

 
 

By Kieara Hunter-Tabb 
 
New Zealand politician Sir 
Francis Dillon Bell died 
July15. Bordeaux served as 
a third minister of finance.  
 
Bell was born October 8, 
1822 in Bordeaux France. 
His father was British. He 
spoke both English and 
French. 
 
In 1843 he arrived in New 
Zealand. He married the 
daughter of the leading 
member of Wellington 
Jewish community, 
Margaret Hort in 1849. 
 
In 1875, he decided to run 
for public office but he 
withdrew from the 
election.  
 
By late 1879 he amassed a 
holding of 226,000 acres of 
land. He died at the age of 
84. 
 

Peter 

Hansborough 

Bell 

March 11, 1810-March 8, 

1898 

 

 

 

By Joshua Cunningham 

Former United States 

House of Representatives 

Peter Hansborough Bell 

died on March 8. Bell 

was also the third 

Governor of Texas 

 

Bell severed as an 

American military 

officer. He served two 

terms as Governor and 

represented Texas for 

two terms United States 

House of 

Representatives. 

 

Bell was born March 11, 

1810 in Culpeper County 

Virginia. He got his 

education while he lived 

in Virginia and Maryland  

 

 

before migrating to 

Texas.  

 

By March of 1836 Bell 

was a member of the 

Texan Army under Sam 

Houston. He was 

present for the Battle of 

San Jacinto. His 

military service 

distinguished him. 

 

During the 1849 Texas 

gubernatorial election 

Bell ran on a platform 

advocating a stronger 

frontier defense.  

 

Peter Hansborough Bell 

died March 8, 1898 he 

died in Littleton, North 

Carolina.  
 

CALVIN 

STEWART 

BRICE  

(September 17, 1845-

December 15, 1898) 

 

By Joshua Cunningham 
 
U.S. Senator Calvin Brice 
died of pneumonia on 
December 15 in New 
York. 
 
Calvin Brice was born on 
September 17, 1845 in a 
small town of Denmark, 
Ohio. His parents were 
Elizabeth Stewart William 
Kirkpatrick.  
 
Brice’s his father was a 
Presbyterian minister with 
no great wealth so Calvin 
was home schooled then 
later he enrolled in 
Columbus Grove Public 
School system in Putnam 
County. He was a great 
student with high honors.  
 
Brice dropped out of 
Miami University in 1861 
to the join the Union 
Army. After a short time 
he returned to college at 
Miami and earned his 
undergraduate degree in 
1863. 
 
Brice tried to join the 
army in 1861 but he met 
with a little success after 
being turned down 
because of his age. He 
was only 16 years old but 
he did enlist and served 
three months in the 86th 
regiment of the Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry.  
 
After he graduated from 
the University of Miami 
he became a 
schoolmaster before 
joining the army again.  
 
He became a recruiter for 

the 180th Ohio infantry. 

Brice rapidly 

 

 

rose through ranks and 
became a Lieutenant 
Colonel by the end of the 
war. 
 
Time passed by and Brice 
became more active in 
the Democrat Party and 
was elected as a 
delegated-at-large to the 
national convention in 
1889.  
 
Brice was chosen to 
replace the late William H. 
Barnum as Chairman of 
the Democratic National 
Committee until 1892.  
 

Stephane 

Mallarme 

March 18, 1842-

September 9, 1898 

 

 

By Keyon Thomas 
 
Stephane Mallarme was 
born in Paris in 1842. He 
started writing poetry at 
an early age and was 
inspired by Charles 
Baudelaire.  
 
His first poems started to 
appear in magazines in 
the 1860s. Mallarme’s 
most well-known poem is 
“The Afternoon of a Faun“ 
(1865).  
 
In the 1880’s Mallarme 
was the center of a group 
of French writers in Paris 
who he shared his ideas of 
poetry and art. “According 
to his theories, nothing 
lies beyond reality.” 
 
Some people recognized 
his poetry as being Pure 
poetry. Mallarme dealt in 
metaphorical ways to 
create a kind of poetry 
where you could find new 
meanings. “Mallarme's 
influence on modern 
poetry, in English as well 
as in French, has been 
great.”  
 
Each poem is built around 
a central symbol, idea, or 
metaphor based on 
images. Mallarme 
devoted himself to 
putting his literary 
theories into his poems 
and writing great work. 
Mallarme died in Paris on 
September 9, 1898 
without completing this 
work. 
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the Comanche 

resistance, However 

Ross sustained 

serious injuries 

during the battle, and 

for five days he lay 

on the field his 

wounds festering and 

Ross begged the 

others to kill him, 

they refused. He 

recovered fully. Ross 

went to Waco and 

resigned in February 

1861,  

 

In early 1862, Ross 

returned to duty. He 

and 500 troops were 

assigned to raid the 

Union Army where 

they were able to 

gather intelligence, 

destroy wagonloads 

of supplies, and 

capture 60 horses and 

mules and 11 

prisoners. Ross soon 

caught a severe cold 

along with a lingering 

fever, and was 

violently ill for eight 

weeks.  

 

The next year, despite 

avid protests on 

behalf of Ross the 

sixth regiment elected 

him colonel.  

 

In December 1873, 

Ross was elected 

sheriff of McLennan 

County. In two years 

he and his brother, 

Peter, had arrested 

over 700 outlaws.  

 

Ross announced his 

candidacy for 

governor of Texas on 

February 25, 1886. 

He won the general 

election with 228,776 

votes. Ross was able 

to convince the 

legislature to pass 

laws to restore the 

power of the Land 

Office Commissioner, 

to provide 

punishments for those 

using state lands 

illegally, and to 

catalog existing 

public lands.  

 

In 1888 Ross ran 

against a prohibition 

candidate, Ross won 

by 151,000 votes. 

 

On July 1, 1890, the 

board of Texas AMC 

unanimously agreed 

to offer the job of 

school president to 

Ross.  

 

When Ross took 

charge of the school 

on February 2 the 

campus faced many 

problems. It had no 

running water, faced 

a housing shortage, 

and many students 

were running wild.  

 

When students 

returned for the 

1891–1892 school 

year they noticed 

many changes 

including a new 3-

story dormitory with 

41 rooms, the,  

beginning of 
 

construction on a new 

home for the president, 

a new building to house 

the machine and 

blacksmith shops.  

 

Fees and expenses rose, 

and the number of 

hours required for 

graduation increased, 

including extra hours in 

History, sciences, 

mathematics, and 

English/grammar. 
 

Otto von 

Bismarck 

April 1, 1815-July 30, 

1898 
 

 

By Keyon Thomas 

 

Otto Von Bismarck 

was born April 1, 1815 

and sadly passed away 

on July 30, 1898. He 

was the first chancellor 

of the German Empire 

(1871-1890). 

 

After reading law, 

Bismarck entered 

Prussian service and 

became a judicial 

administrator at 

Aachem. 

 

Bismarck gained 

prominence in 1851 

when he was chosen to 

represent Prussia in 

Federal diet.  

 

In 1859 he was sent as 

ambassador to Russia, 

where he was recalled 

in March 1862 to 

become ambassador to 

France. After six 

months Bismarck 

returned to Berlin as 

Prime Minister of 

Prussia where he 

devoted himself to the 

task of uniting 

Germany. 

 

During the war of 1866 

he defeated Austria. 

The Franco-German 

war also ended with 

Prussian success. 

 

An alliance of Prussia 

and 17 northern 

German states was 

created by Bismarck in 

1866, which formed the 

German Empire on 

April 1, 1870.  

 

Bismarck was 

appointed chancellor. 

The chancellor of the 

Reich was responsible 

to the emperor. 

 

Bismarck greatest 

achievement, however, 

were the administrative 
 

 

 

reforms, developing a 

common currency, a 

central bank, and single 

code of commercial and 

civil law the Germany. 

 

By 1890 his policies 

began to come under 

attack. On March 18, 

1890 two years after 

Emperor William II 

accession, Bismarck was 

forced to resign. His last 

years were devoted to 

composing his memoirs. 
 

George 

Bruch 

Malleson 

May 8, 1815-March 1, 
1898 
 
By Leif Young 
 

George Bruce Malleson 

died on March 1. He 

was an English officer 

that served in India. He 

was also an author. 

 

Malleson was born in 

Wimbledon, London om 

May 8, 1815. 

 

After a thorough 

education at Winchester 

he became a cadet in the 

Bengal infantry in 1842 

in which he served 

throughout the second 

Burmese war. He retired 

from military service in 

1877 with the rank of 

colonel 

 

He wrote many books, 

the most famous being 

Red Pamphlet which 

was published at the 

height of the Sepoy 

Mutiny, in Calcutta.  

 

He continued to write. 

The History of the 

Indian Mutiny 1857-

1858 which had been 

started by Sir John Kay 

but left unfinished was 

completed by Malleson.  

 

He also wrote the 

History of the French in 

India (1893) and the 

Decisive Battles of India 

(1888)  

 

He died peacefully on 

March 1, 1898 
 

Lawrence 

Sullivan Ross 

September 27, 1838-

January 3, 1898 

 

By Leif Young 

Former Texas Governor, 

Lawrence Sullivan Ross 

died January 3, 1898.  

Ross was Governor of 

Texas from 1887-1991.  

He also served in the 

U.S. and Confederate 

armies. 

 

During the summer of 

1858 Ross fought his 

first major battle against 

500 Comanche warriors. 

Early on Ross was able 

to stampede the 

Comanche horses, 

acquiring a significant 

advantage. After five 

hours of fighting, the 

troops finally subdued to  
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