
South Writing Center Report, November 2013

Number of writing conferences held so far in the writing center: 156
Number of individual students who have had conferences so far in the writing center: 99
Number of student writing coaches volunteering for a minimum of 1 hour per week: 45
Number of student teachers who have volunteered weekly in the writing center: 3
Number of classes visited by writing coaches to give one-on-one help to students: 11

Here also are some results of a survey that we ask students to respond to after they've had a writing conference.
So far, there have been 88 responses to the survey.

Was this your first visit to the Writing Center? What is your year in school?

What did you come to the Writing Center to work on?



If you got help on an assignment, what subject

was the assignment for?

What part of the writing process did you get help

with?

How helpful was your conference in the Writing Center? (0 being not helpful at all and 10 being

extremely helpful)



Things to work on:

● Racial and ethnic diversity of writing coaches

African American, Native American, Asian American and Latino students are
underrepresented in the pool of student writing coaches.

Plans to address this issue: I am going to offer another round of training for student writing coaches at
the end of the semester.  Before that training, I will again recruit students by visiting English classes and
any other class where a teacher wants me to come in.  In December, student writing coaches will be doing
sample writing conferences in every AVID class, and I'm hoping to recruit new writing coaches
through that as well.  Also, I would love staff members to give me names of students who they think
would enjoy being writing coaches.  It's not necessary for writing coaches to be expert writers; they need
to be interested in listening and responding to writing and in learning more about writing. Student writing
coaches are asked to commit one hour per week to the writing center.  This can be before school, after
school, during lunch or during an open hour, PSEO hour or aide hour.

● More equal distribution of grade levels receiving writing conferences

9th graders are significantly under-represented when it comes to who's visiting the Writing Center for help
with assignments.

Plans to address this issue: Over the next few weeks, writing coaches will be visiting at least six 9th
grade classrooms.  I'll also be reaching out to 9th grade teachers specifically to talk about ways the Writing
Center can support the work they're asking their students to do.

● More support for writing in classes other than English

A large majority of students visiting the Writing Center for help with assignments are bringing writing from
their English classes.  While this is somewhat understandable, the Writing Center needs to expand its
support for writing across the disciplines.

Plans to address this issue: I will keep reaching out to teachers across all disciplines offering support for
writing in their classrooms.  So far, I have worked with teachers in English, AVID, social studies, music,
math, and special education. I will also contact PLC leads in departments outside of English to set up
visits to PLC meetings.


