
Values, Options, Issues and Choices Explored in Society 
(VOICES)- Syllabus 2017-18  
 

Students receive two high school core academic credits for this 
course. An English credit and an elective credit. The course meets 
two hours a day for one semester. This course is taught at the 
college level and is driven by the content and methodologies from 
the Common Core State Standards Initiative,  Advanced 
Placement College Board and the Minnesota State Standards for 
Social Studies. This course continues to build on the skills that 
students learned in their Advanced Placement English and History 
classes.  

Instructors:  
Laura Lanik --  M.A. Ed. Hamline University, B.S. in Social 
Studies, U of Wisconsin-River Falls, A.A. degree, Century College 
Delainia Haug -- Nationally Board Certified Teacher, Secondary 
English Language Arts, B.A, University of Wisconsin Madison  

South High School’s Mission: To educate each student to be 
committed and responsible lifelong learners, who possess the 
necessary critical thinking skills for success in a culturally diverse, 
technology-driven, and global society. 

The VOICES course takes this mission seriously. South High 
School is the only Minneapolis public high school that offers this 
unique course to prepare student for a four-year college 
experience. VOICES holds a strong 20 year legacy in educating 
some of South High’s most successful students. VOICES is a 
community of scholars that critically think, write about, discuss, 
debate, ponder, marinate on, and explore values, options, issues, 
and choices in our ever shrinking global society. It is a 
multidisciplinary, team-taught course involving college level 
coursework in English and Social Studies. Essentially, VOICES is a 
*critical literacy course that prepares high school seniors for the 
depth and rigorous academics they will encounter in their post-
secondary studies.  



Course Goals 
This course is designed to 
help students discover what they have to say and find effective 
ways to say it; 
move students beyond where they are now as writers, readers 
and critical thinkers; 
teach students to understand writing as a process that involves 
thinking, drafting, revising and editing; 
develop students’ abilities to read, understand and evaluate all 
kinds of non-fiction texts; 
foster students’ discussion skills; 
help students recognize the importance of feedback and learn to 
use this feedback from peers and the instructors to improve; 
engage students as active participants in their own learning. 

Overarching Questions 
How do your associations, the communities you serve, and your 
leadership roles have an impact on your identity? How can a 
group, a community, a society produce thoughtful and positive 
change for humanity? 
What does it mean to be a responsible citizen in our global 
society? 

Elements of the Course 
Major Units of Study 
Quarter 1: 
Unit 1--What is the Truth? What is Reality? What is History? How 
do authors/artists express their truth and how do they intersect 
with their audience’s truth? Creating a visual portfolio and a 
Personal Narrative essay. (4 weeks) (Individual presentation) 
Unit 2—What do you hear? Creating a radio documentary/
podcast. (5 weeks) (partner project) 

Quarter 2: 
Unit 3-- What is real? How can a group, a community, a society 
produce thoughtful and positive change for humanity? Creating a 
documentary film. (10 weeks) (group project) 



Major Essays and Writing Requirements 
These are the pillars of the course, and much of the reading and 
informal writing students do this year will be designed to help 
them with these major essays and writing requirements.  
a personal narrative with a visual portfolio 
a rhetorical analysis of a documentary film 
a podcast script 
three process reflection analyses  

Reading and Responding 
At least once per week, and usually more, students will have an 
assigned reading—an article, an essay, an excerpt from a book, 
and they will be asked to respond to this reading in a shared 
inquiry discussion.  These readings will be related to the current 
unit of study and one of the major essays.  Students will also be 
required to read one non-fiction books for the semester.  
Required Books: 
One Non-Fiction book of your choice that is connected to the 
subject area of your documentary film. 
Other readings will come from a wide variety of periodicals and 
websites. 

Reader’s/Writer’s Binder 
Students will be doing a lot of reading and writing inside and 
outside of class. They will need a 3-ring binder with dividers to 
hold and organize readings for the course, to complete in-class 
writing tasks,, to record vocabulary, and to take notes during 
discussions and other class activities.  Also, students are 
expected to use this binder outside of class to brainstorm, record 
ideas about their writing, take notes on reading, and do any other 
kind of writing they’d like. 

Shared Inquiry Discussions and Courageous Conversations 



We will often follow up a reading assignment with a shared 
inquiry discussion in class.  These discussions will be focused on 
critical questions about the reading and are designed to deepen 
students’ understanding of the reading and develop discussion 
skills.  

We will also be establishing listening and speaking norms and 
expectations for discussing challenging topics around race, 
identity, power structures and challenging the status quo. These 
norms must be respected in order for us to have civil 
conversations and grow as human beings. 

Participation 
This course emphasizes active and engaging critical learning 
methodologies. There is no substitute for your involvement on a 
regular basis. While it is inevitable that you will have conflicts 
with other activities, every effort must be made to attend 
lectures, shared inquiry discussions, video training sessions, 
community activities, and guest speaker talks. 
BE PRESENT - This aspect of participation means active 
participation. Please engage fully and respectfully with your peers 
in the learning we do in class AT ALL TIMES. Your teachers expect 
you to keep your eyes up and  ears on the conversation at all 
times when teachers or peers are talking, or when a video or 
audio presentation is playing. PLEASE keep your phones away 
during class, and DO be on time!  Community participation and 
participation in discussions will be graded and counts for 20% of 
your final grade. 

Online Components 
Google Classroom 
Google Drive and Form 

Grading 
You have been selected for this course because you indicated that 
you wanted to be engaged in learning. We want a community of 
scholars consisting of active, committed, and inquisitive people. 
In order to receive a grade of A or B, you must complete all of the 



requirements listed above by the deadlines and play an active 
role in class activities.  
Assignments and projects for each of our three main units this 
semester will fall into one of two categories: formative or 
summative. Formative assignments are the daily in class work, 
homework assignments, class discussions, rough drafts, etc. that 
take place during the unit. This is where you will be getting 
feedback from your teachers and peers that will allow you to 
make improvement, ask further questions, and clarify your 
understanding so that you may do your best work on the final 
performance of your learning in the unit.  Formative assessments 
will count for 30% of your final grade.  
Summative assignments are the final projects, presentations and 
performances of your learning.  These come at the end of a unit 
of study and are your chance to demonstrate what you’ve 
learned. The summative assessments will count for 50 % of your 
final grade.  

For each assignment your grade will be communicated to you 
(and will be entered on the gradebook portal) according to the 
grading scale below. In addition, we will be using a reading 
response rubric, discussion rubric and written essay rubric to 
assess your formative work. Each summative assessment will be 
accompanied by a rubric outlining the expectations.  

Letter Grades: A=highly proficient exemplary work in all 
objectives 
  B=exceeds the standards in all objectives 
  C=proficient work/meets the standards all objectives  
  D=less than proficient work/does not meet the 
standards in most objectives 
  F=not proficient/minimal effort shown/does not meet 
the standards 
  Codes:  I=assignment incomplete 
  L=assignment late 
   M=assignment missing 



*For each unit of study students will receive a handout with a 
more in-depth overview that includes due dates and the rubric 
assessments. All writing assignments will be assessed using the 
Common Core English Language Arts/Social Studies Writing 
standards for grades 11-12 and Advanced Placement Language 
and Composition standards for college level writing.  

Academic dishonesty of any kind will NOT be tolerated. Academic 
dishonesty equals a failing grade.  
Units of Study 
Quarter 1: 
Unit 1--What is the Truth? What is Reality? What is History?How 
do authors/artists express their truth and how do they intersect 
with their audience’s truth? Creating a visual portfolio and a 
Personal Narrative essay. (4 weeks) 
Unit 2—What do you hear? Creating a radio documentary/
podcast. (5 weeks) 
Quarter 2: 
Unit 3-- What is real? How can a group, a community, a society 
produce thoughtful and positive change for humanity? Creating a 
documentary film. (10 weeks) 

Out of building privilege 
VOICES is a very special class, reserved for seniors only. 
Periodically you will be allowed to leave the building and school 
grounds to take photographs, interview, film and/or edit and to 
work on VOICES curriculum. This is a privilege, and it comes with 
a responsibility. ANY time you are off campus during the school 
day, you represent South High School, and your safety is our 
concern.  
To leave the building or school grounds, you must sign out with 
Mrs. Lanik in Room 255 or Ms. Haug in Room 258 otherwise you 
will be marked absent unexcused. You can sign out at noon if you 
have 3rd lunch.  Otherwise you will sign out at the beginning of 
5th hour at 12:30 until the end of 6th hour at 2:16.  Your group 
member/friends cannot sign you out. 
You MUST have a VOICES pass to leave the building.  It has to be 
signed by Mrs. Lanik or Ms. Haug. 



You are expected to return to South for your 7th hour class. No 
excuses. 
If you abuse the Out of Building privilege, or if we receive reports 
of any student participating in unsafe, off task, or irresponsible 
behavior, you will NOT be allowed to leave the building and your 
projects will be limited to within the walls of South High.   


