
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
February 24, 2015 

 

Dear families of South High School, 

 

I am writing to share information about a newcomer program that will be offered at South High School for the 

2015-16 school year to better serve students who are English learners (ELs). 

 

This newcomer program is being created due to planned upcoming changes to Wellstone International High 

School, which is currently located at Roosevelt High School and serves students aged 14-21 who are new to the 

country with limited English proficiency or few high school credits. To better address student needs, Wellstone 

will be moving to MPS’ Wilder building for the 2015-16 school year and will serve students aged 17-21.  

 

Beginning in 2015-16, we project that the newcomer program at South High School will serve current Wellstone 

students who are younger than 17 who still need intensive language supports and are not ready to attend their 

neighborhood high school. Future newcomer high school students younger than 17 will enter the newcomer 

program at South High School or a similar newcomer program at Edison High School, depending on their 

attendance area. 

 

This program addition will not result in any reductions to the current programs at South. South will still offer 

Liberal Arts, All Nations and Open. The MPS Multilingual Department will work with Principal Aponte and your 

school leadership to make sure that EL students have the necessary resources at South. I am confident that the 

newcomer program will be a good fit within South’s diverse, welcoming community. Many of the students 

attending the program live in South’s attendance area.  

 

If you have questions or concerns, please contact me at 612.668.0140. Thank you for your continued involvement 

in your student’s education. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Cecilia Saddler 

Associate Superintendent for High Schools 

1250 West Broadway Ave. 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55411 

Phone: 612.668.0140 

Fax: 612.668.0145 

 

 

Cecilia Saddler 

Associate Superintendent, High Schools 


