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The Missing Voices conference brings together a variety of stakeholder voices to engage in solution-oriented               
dialogue and actionable steps toward educational equity. Attendees draw from an array of multiple perspectives               
including youth (high school-aged), parents and families, community members, teachers and administrators.            
Through intentional collaboration, the goal of the conference is to create and nurture ongoing opportunities               
focused on increasing equitable learning opportunities for ALL students. 
 
Conference takeaways for all participants include a variety of strategies geared toward diversity, inclusion and               
intercultural competence. Keynote speakers offer participants ways to affect meaningful conversations that            
promote transformative change. This year’s theme is focused on strategies for promoting a trauma-sensitive              
school environment. Breakout sessions further assist conference goers in gaining knowledge and skills that              
delve deeper into various aspects of centering self, relationships, and communities. Examples of healing              
techniques include: mindfulness, yoga, peace literacy, conflict de-escalation and other ways to promote             
peace-building 
 
For educators , the conference offers a variety of culturally responsive teaching strategies including: examining              
your own attitudes and beliefs and shaping behaviors that value cultural differences, enhancing school to home                
communication, fostering student and family relationships, identifying new resources to help bridge cultural and              
opportunity gaps, strategies for de-escalating conflict in your classroom, networking opportunities, and            
committing to individual action for increased equitable classroom and school teaching practices. You will come               
away reenergized and ready to connect in new ways with all of your students! 
 
For youth , the conference offers a variety of empowerment strategies including: sharing your unique              
knowledge with educators to help them learn from you, asserting your individual learning needs, expressing               
your cultural capital, the art of creation through artistic expression (such as spoken word and hip hop), leading                  
future youth-oriented activities, and advocating for increased equitable classroom and school learning            
opportunities. You will come away with an empowered sense of yourself as an equity steward! 
 
There is something for everyone! 
smumn.edu/missingvoices 
 
Keynote Speakers : 
Gary Howard- The Fierce Urgency of Now: The Heart of Real Reform 

http://www.ghequityinstitute.com 
New Wilderness Project- Borderless: Courageous Vision of Creative Stewardship 

http://www.youthequitystewardship.com 
Paul Chappell- From Trauma and Rage to Realistic Hope and Peace Literacy 

http://paulkchappell.com 
 
Breakout Sessions : 
 
Collectively Safer: Mindfully Growing Resilience; Your Options in a Mental Health Crisis; Awareness and 
Reflection: Raising Consciousness of Negative Ways of Thinking and Feeling About Low-Income Students and 
Students of Color; Look Beyond What You See on the Outside and Maybe You’ll See What’s on the Inside: 
Understanding What Pain DOESN’T Look Like; Historical Trauma: Ethnic Studies as a Healing Process; Arts 
for Equity. 
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