
Martina Pfistermüller-Czar 

Dear Minnesotans, I am the form teacher of 6a, the bunch of 
students I am going to take to the USA in April 2014 ☺ As a 
form teacher (Klassenvorstand) I have already been 
responsible for them when they started their career at GIBS 
(age 10), a time when they were still interested in Pippi 
Longstocking and the boys could not stand sitting next to a 
girls and vice versa.  

I live in the eastern part of Graz with my two lively children, Alexander, 11 years old and 
Florentina, 7 years old, two rabbits, Millie and Vamperl and a cat named Nike, who keep 
me on my toes. 

I have had a great time in Minneapolis on last year’s exchange program and have been 
overwhelmed by the hospitality of the South High School tigers. I am very grateful that 
Arthur French’s European adventure is moving south to Graz and that we’ll get another 
chance to make an everlasting impression on you and shape your picture of good old 
Europe. Luckily you have been learning German and we have been trying to pick up 
English, so that we can share the best of Austria with you, food (Schnitzl), dance (Wiener 
Walzer) and culture (city tour of Graz, mayor’s reception), including castles (Eggenberg) 
and cakes (Sachertorte). 

I have experienced different parts of the USA, I met Susana, a Lakota Sioux teacher in 
Rapid City, South Dakota, travelled to the Great Lakes, spent a semester in Bowling Green, 
Ohio diving into media studies and did research in Chicago at Northwestern University (I 
wrote my thesis on American TVseries, including The Simpsons). These visits have changed 
my televised image of the USA, which consisted only of Hollywood and NYC, before I had 
the awesome chance to talk to real people.  

I love teaching my two subjects English and History and one of my most inspiring hobbies is 
to guide exchange partners from Spain, Russia, France and Tunisia through Graz. I do learn 
as much from them as they might learn from me. 

Pictures: 

After an awe-inspiring Somali lesson 

Florentina dressed up as Pippi 
Longstocking, Feb. 2013 

Japan, 2009, flower arrangement 

Malta, 2013, summer school 

Alexander, Italy, July 2013


