
South High School 
Testing Schedule 

2014-2015 
 

I. The MAP Test (Measuring Academic Progress) 
Northwest Evaluation Association (NWEA/MAP) – Measures of Academic Progress is a state aligned 
computerized adaptive test in reading and math that reflects the instructional level of each student. 
It measures growth over time in addition to performance. For additional information on this 
assessment, go to:  www.nwea.org 

  Given to freshmen (once a year) 

  Computer Develop Format 
  May 4, 2015-May 22,2015 

 
II. The PLAN Test (Preliminary to ACT test) 

PLAN helps students to track their academic strengths and find careers that match their interests. 
For additional information on this assessment, go to  www.act.org 

  Given to sophomores (yearly) 
  Paper and Pencil 

  November 5-6, 2015 

 
III. The ACCESS Test (Assessing Comprehension and Communication in English) 

Reading, Writing, Listening and Speaking 
ACCESS for ELLs (English Language Learners) addresses the academic English language 
proficiency (ELP) standards that are approach to instruction and progress evaluation of 
English Language Learners.  For additional information on this assessment, go to: 
www.widea.us 
WIDEA (World-class Instructional Design & Assessment Consortium) 

 Given to freshmen – seniors (yearly) 

 Paper and Pencil 
 February 2, 2015-March 20, 2015 

 
IV. The MCA-III Tests (Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment) 

The MCA –III are state test which help districts measure student progress relative to 
Minnesota’s academic standards. The MCA III Reading and Mathematics test are given in 
grades 10-12. More information can be found on the Minnesota Department of Education: 
www.education.state.mn.us 

A.   Reading: 
 Given to sophomores only (yearly) 
 Computer Develop Format 
 March 9, 2015 -  May 8, 2015 
B.   Math: 
 Given to juniors only (yearly) 
 Computer Develop Format 
 March 9, 2015 – May 8, 2015 

http://www.nwea.org/
http://www.act.org/
http://www.widea.us/
http://www.education.state.mn.us/


 

E.   Science 
 Computer Develop Format 
 Given to freshmen-seniors 
 March 9, 2015 – May 8, 2015 
F. MTAS (Minnesota Test of Academic Skills – Special Education 

Accommodation) 
MTAS is a performance-based assessment in reading, mathematics and science for students 
with the most significant cognitive disabilities. It is alternate assessment that features 
substantial reductions and complexity of the academic content standards. 

a. Reading: 
 Given to sophomores (yearly) 
 Paper and Pencil 
a. Math: 
 Given to juniors (yearly) 
 Paper  and Pencil 
b.    Science: 
 Given freshmen – seniors (upon completing Life Science) 

 Paper and Pencil 
 March 9, 2015-May 8, 2015 

 
V. The ACT Test (American College Test) 

The ACT is a National College examination that tests in four academic areas: reading, math, 
English and science.  It also has a writing component. The ACT is an achievement test that 
measures what students learned in school. The ACT test scores are based on the number of 
correct responses. Students are not penalized for guessing. The writing component is only 
required by colleges that request the writing component. The district has made the 
following determination. In order to meet the graduation requirements in reading, math 
and writing composition, students will take either the WorkKeys job skills assessment, 
Compass college placement test or the ACT assessment for college admission.  For further 
information go to: www.act.org 

    Writing composition is not given 
 Given to juniors (yearly – district second year) 
 Paper and Pencil 
 April 28, 2015 

http://www.act.org/

