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By Avery Segebarth 

 

On Thursday, April 4, 1965, 

Martin Luther King Jr. was 

shot dead from the second 

floor balcony of his hotel 

room. King arrived in 

Tennessee on April 3, 

preparing for a march the 

upcoming Monday with the 

striking Memphis sanitation 

workers. King was staying at 

the Lorraine Motel.  

 

King was on his balcony 

outside his room to speak to 

the Southern Christian 

Leadership Conference 

standing in the parking lot 

below.  
 

An assassin fired a shot that 

left wounds to the right side of 

King’s face. He was rushed to 

St. Joseph’s Hospital where 

doctors pronounced him dead.  

 

The death of King sparked the 

wave of rioting in several 

cities and black communities 

around the country. Racial 

violence resulted in 40 deaths 

nationwide.  

 

Extreme property damage was 

found in over 100 American 

cities, including Chicago, 

Baltimore, Washington, and 

Kansas City. Many soldiers 

and marines were used to 

break up the riots.  
 

By Caroline Seybold 

 

On June 5, 1968, Robert F. 

Kennedy was shot in Los 

Angeles at the Ambassador 

Hotel where he was 

campaigning for the 

presidential election. 

 

Shortly after he claimed 

victory in the Democratic 

Party primary, he invited his 

supporters in the Ambassador 

Hotel ballroom to be held a 

speech. Only one FBI agent, 

William Barry, and two 

bodyguards were the only 

people in charge of his 

safety.  

 

Due the great press attention, 

Kennedy decided to give an 

extra press conference 

instead of going to a 

gathering after his speech. 

They left through the kitchen 

where the crowd stopped for 

a moment.  
 

Suddenly gunfire started, 

Sirhan Sirhan, who just 

stepped down from a low 

tray-stacker, began shooting. 

People surrounding Kennedy 

immediately attacked Sirhan. 

Five other people were 

wounded.  

 

About 30 minutes later, 

Kennedy was taken to the 

closest hospital, Hospital of 

the Good Samaritan, for 

surgery.  

 

The three bullets in his head, 

chest and back could not be 

removed and damaged too 

much in his body. The 

doctors could not safe 

Kennedy’s life and the 

presidential candidate died at 

1:44 p.m. on June 6, 1968, 

almost 26 hours after the 

attack. He was pronounced 

dead at 2:00 p.m. by 

spokesman Frank 

Mankiewicz.  
 

 

By: Antionna Bradley 

 

James Earl Ray, the accused 

assassin of Martin Luther 

King, Jr. was found at a 

London airport where he was 

planning to fly to Belgium on 

June 8.  Scotland Yard 

investigators arrested Ray at a 

London airport and then 

deported him to the United 

States. 

 
 

 

On April 4, 1968, in 

Memphis, Martin Luther King 

Jr, was shot by a sniper’s 

bullet while standing on the 

balcony outside of his second-

story room at Motel Lorraine.  

 

That night the rifle that killed 

King was found on the 

sidewalk beside a residence 

one block from the hotel.  

 

Escaped convict James Earl 

Ray was put in a Missouri 

prison in April, 1967 but 

ended up escaping near the 

end of April.   
 

In May 1968, a manhunt for 

Ray began and it was 

discovered by the FBI that he 

had obtained a Canadian 

passport using a false identity.  

 

Ray is scheduled to be in front 

of a Memphis judge in March 

1969 where it is expected that 

he would plead guilty to Dr. 

King’s murder. He could be 

sentenced to up to 99 years in 

prison.  
 

By Julia Offerdahl 

 

''I shall not seek, and I will 

not accept, the nomination of 

my party for another term as 

your President.'' said 

President Lyndon B Johnson 

on March 31.  

 

The real reason for Mr. 

Johnson's withdrawal was 

Vietnam according to experts. 

In addition, Mr. Johnson 

began to doubt our ability to 

prosecute the war to any 

victory. He worried about the 

disagreement between 

Government reports and news 

stories in The New York 

Times written from Vietnam.  

 

Several days before his 

speech, Johnson had assigned 

a poll, which indicated that he 

would be re-elected over all 
 

possible candidates. He had 

set a date to announce to 

everyone that he was not 

going to run anymore.  

 

In his speech that was 

televised on March 31, 

1968, the United States 

President Lyndon B. 

Johnson surprisingly 

announced that he would 

not seek reelection.  

 

As Democratic challengers, 

including Senators Robert 

Kennedy and Eugene 

McCarthy, began to go up 

in the Democratic primary 

polls, Johnson chose not to 

run for election. Many 

politicians and scholars are 

still arguing over what 

really made him chose to 

not run for president again.  
 

Assassinations Lead US 

During Turbulent Year   
Civil Rights Leader Dr. 

King Killed in Memphis 

 

RFK Killed While 

Campaigning in California 

 

James Earl Ray Arrested 

for the Assassination of 

Martin Luther King! 
 

Pres. Johnson Announces He 

Will Not Seek Re-election 
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Apollo 8 Journeys 

Around the Moon 

 

11-year-old 

Convicted in 

Death of Toddlers 
 

By Brian Avre 

 

On Christmas Eve, Apollo 8 

crew Jim Lovell Bill Anders 

and Frank Borman became the 

first to view the far side of the 

Moon and the entire Earth. As 

their lunar module floated 

above the moon and the crew 

sent images, they took turns 

reading the first 10 verses 

from the book of Genesis.  

 

They stated that the first 10 

verses is the foundation of 

many religions, not just the 

Christian religion. 

 

Of those images, the photo 

they call “Earthrise,” snapped 

by Anders, is the first image 

that gives mankind a new 

perspective on our home 

planet.  

 

While gazing at the planet, 

Anders stated, “Despite all the 

training and preparation for an 

exploration of the moon, we 

ended up discovering Earth.” 
 

 

By Sagal Aden 

 

Eleven-Year-Old Mary Flora 

Bell was arrested and 

convicted of the manslaughter 

death of two young boys. 

 

Bell was a child who killed 

two young boys, Martin 

Brown, age four and Brian 

Howe, age three, Martin 

Brown was choked to death 

on May 25, 1968, when Mary 

was 10.  Brian Howe was 

strangled on July 31, 1968, 

when she was 11. 

 

 

 

Bell was born on May 26, 

1957 to Betty Bell, a 17-year-

old prostitute. No one really 

knows who the father was but 

Mary’s mom thought that 

Billy Bell was the father.   

 

Mary’s childhood was full of 

painful experiences that may 

have led her to become a 

murderer. Her mom tried to 

kill her numerous times and 

she was forced to perform 

sexual acts with different men.  

 

On December 17, 1968, Mary 

was convicted of 

manslaughter on the grounds 

of diminished responsibility. 

The jury believed that since 

she was diagnosed as 

displaying psychopathic 

behaviors she posed a real 

threat to other children. 
 

 

By Solana Cushing 

  

Republican Richard Nixon’s 

pull of the west coast glided 

him to a finish of 301 electoral 

votes, besting Democrat 

Hubert Humphrey and 

Independent George Wallace.  

 

Wallace’s strict segregationist 

agenda gave him the edge in 

the southeastern states, but as 

an independent had a very 

slim chance to make a serious 

dent in the polls.  

 

The candidates’ stance and 

support (or lack thereof) of the 

Voting Rights Act of 1965 

promoted minorities across 

the country to be politically 

inclined towards voting. 

Those opposing the act also 

tried to select a candidate who 

is against such values.  

 
 

 

 

 

Nixon wins 

1968 Election 
 

Nixon’s promise to bring the 

troops back from the Vietnam 

War was additionally a key 

factor in gaining support from 

many college students, 

unhappy veterans, and the 

hippie movement.  

 

Nixon’s use of the “V” sign to 

gain young voters and be a 

less conservative Republican 

is likely a response to the loss 

he took in 1960 to John F. 

Kennedy.  

 

This was the first time a major 

party has re-nominated a 

candidate who lost in the 

previous election.  

 

Robert Kennedy’s death 

during the Democratic 

primary against the largely 

uninspiring Humphrey did not 

do any favors to the 

Democratic Party, and it 

showed on Election Day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shootout between 

Black Panthers and 

Oakland Police 

 
By Christian Vizcarra 

 

Bobby Hutton was only 16 

when he joined the Black 

Panthers. He was happy to 

serve his community and try 

to make a change. On April 6, 

Oakland police ambushed the 

Black Panthers on a side 

street. The shoot out lasted an 

hour and a half.  

 

Bobby Hutton was stripped 

down to show he was 

surrendering but he was shot 

more than 12 times. He had 

nothing on but underwear to 

show he was not armed but 

still shot multiple of times.  

 

His death made people 

stronger so they can protest 

and made a change to the 

community. People 

remembered him. They made 

a day for him called “Lil 

Bobby Hutton Day.” 

  

The black panthers were 

protesting against police 

brutality against black people.  

 

Thirty of the Black Panthers 

traveled to California’s 

capital, Sacramento, to protest 

against the Mulford Act. It 

was to ban firearms in public.  

 

They walked in armed and 

Hutton and four other 

Panthers were arrested. ”Free 

these brothers you racist 

cops,” Bobby Hutton said 

when they were captured. 

 

The Black Panthers also did 

not care. They would fire at 

the cops. They ambushed two 

officers who were shot dead.  
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Vietnam War Polarizes Nation 

Students Protest at 

Columbia University 

 

My Lai Massacre 

Outrages World 
 

Viet Cong Goes on the 

Offensive during Tet 
 

 

 

By Elizabeth Mauricio 

     

Students gathered at 

Columbia University to start 

a peaceful protest on April 

23. The gathering began 

during school hours, 

protesting the construction of 

a gymnasium near 

Morningside Park. It also 

included a protest about the 

Vietnam War. The protesters 

gathered in a peaceful way.  

 

Students were chanting and 

marching at the University 

since early morning.   
 

The students are dedicated to 

try and put an end to hate 

towards Black Americans 

and an end to Vietnam War.  

 

Many people joined in to end 

the hate. People who are not 

students joined to lend their 

voice be heard.  

 

Police have “had enough” 

and are ready to end the 

protest. Some police have 

asked protesters to politely 

leave and end the walk.  

Three students were forcibly 

removed by police leading to 

protesters getting louder and 

less peaceful. 
 

 

By Mateo Perez 

 

If hippies did not have a 

reason to be against the war, 

now they do, now we all do. 

On March 16, 1968, the 

United States army marched 

into My Lai, a little village in 

South Vietnam. They 

slaughtered between 300 and 

500 innocent lives, including 

children, mothers and elders. 

 

Sources say the army did not 

want the news getting out. 

They wanted to cover it up. 

 

 

 

No one found out until a 

soldier’s revelation filled the 

nation with outrage just a 

few. 

 

The platoon of American 

soldiers were in My Lai on a 

search-and-destroy mission 

to kill guerrilla fighters, but 

none were found. There were 

only hundreds of innocent 

people with families.  

 

The soldiers were ordered to 

keep quiet about the incident 

and it was covered up by 

high ranking officers. 

 

When the word got out that 

there was a massacre of 

innocent people in My Lai 

people in the United States 

were filled with anger 

against the war.  

 

People who hate the war 

continue hating it, leading 

protests with more and more 

people every week. 
 

By Oliver Nutter and Adrian 

Zuniga-Alarcon 

 

On January 31, 1968, the Tet 

Offensive was launched. It 

was one of the biggest 

Vietnamese military 

operations yet.  

 

Tet, the Vietnamese New 

Year, started on the same day 

as the offensive. 70,000 Viet 

Cong soldiers attacked over 

100 cities in South Vietnam in 

an alleged attempt to 

discourage the U.S. and push 

them back to eventual 

withdrawal. The offensive was 

a success, as America was 

pushed back and had to 

withdraw. 

 

Tet is the most important 

holiday in Vietnam. So 

important that North and 

South Vietnam ceased their 

conflicts in previous years to 

celebrate. North Vietnam 

attempted to separate America 

and South Vietnam, to inspire 

rebellion and force America to 

retreat.  

 

North Vietnam told South 

Vietnam that they will not 

fight during the seven-day 

Vietnamese New Year but 

surprise attacked the South. 
 

The U.S lost 3,895 American 

Soldiers and South Vietnam 

lost 4,954 people  

 

A Gallup poll published in 

January, before the offensive, 

showed that 56% polled were 

for the war, 27% were 

against, and 17% had no 

opinion.  

 

The same poll in early 

February showed 61% for, 

23% against, and 16% had no 

opinion.  

 

By the end of March, the 

percentage of Americans 

confident in the war dropped 

from 74% to 54% and his 

approval rating dropped from 

63% to 47%.  

 

On March 22, Johnson 

revised his “100,000 men” 

project to 62,000 reservists, 

sending only 13,000 to 

Vietnam.  

 

Three days later, all but four 

of the 13 most significant of 

Johnson’s staff dissented on 

the war, leaving Johnson 

shaken.  

 

In June 1968, approval for 

the Vietnam Conflict was at 

an all-time low. 
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Plane Crashes in Texas, Kills 85 
By Suldan Omar 

 

Braniff International Airways Flight 352 broke up in midair and 

crashed near Dawson, Texas. It had carried 5 crew and 80 

passengers, there had been no survivors. 

 

One man killed was Texas Representative Joseph Lockridge, the 

first black male to represent Dallas County.  

 

During the investigation, people thought the accident happened 

because of the pilot decision to try to penetrate the area of heavy 

weather. The pilot accidently flew into the storm. 

 

 

The USS Pueblo, 83 

Crew Hijacked 

 

Double Explosions 

Kill 41 in Richmond 

 

By Albaro Cloud-Sanchez 

 

A double explosion killed 41 people and leaves at least 150 

injured in Richmond, VA. Children and adults running for their 

life and trying to get away from the fire.  

 

The first explosion happened due to a gas leak from one or more 

transmissions lines under Marting Arms Sporting Goods store. 

The second explosion was from gunpowder that ignited from the 

first explosion inside the building. Many buildings were affected 

by this explosion 

 

When the firefighters came they applied water to the buildings to 

stop it from spreading. All the buildings 5th and 6th avenues 

west of a theatre were destroyed. 

 

It has been recommended that there should be safety checks for 

gas leaks. The town discussed creating a memorial honoring the 

people who died.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Amaria Banks 

 

The USS Pueblo, a navy 

intelligence vessel was 

occupied in a typical routine 

off the North Korean coast 

when it was seized by North 

Korean patrol boats.  

 

As stated by the United 

States reports, the Pueblo 

was in international waters, 

far from shore. The North 

Koreans aimed their guns at  

the vessel and demanded 

them to surrender.  

 

The Americans attempted an 

escape but were shot at, 

wounding three, including the 

commander.  

 

The Americans tried to stall 

time, so they could destroy all 

of the classified information, 

and the North Koreans again 

opened fire, wounding 

several other crew members. 
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Soviets Invade 

Czechoslovakia 

 

By Gabino Valero-Nolasco 

 

The Warsaw Pact nations, led by the Soviet Union, invaded 

Czechoslovakia to put down an anti-communist uprising. 

 

The Prague Spring was a period of political liberalization in 

Czechoslovakia. It was during the era of domination by the 

Soviets after World War II. This began in January 5, 1958.  

 

A reformist named Alexander Dubcex was elected first secretary 

of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia. He continued until 

August 21, 1968 when the Soviets and other members of the 

Warsaw Pact invaded the country to stop reforms.  

 

On the night of August 20-21, of 1968, the Warsaw Pact 

members, including the Soviet Union, Bulgaria, Hungary and 

Poland, sent approximately 250,000 troops into Czechoslovakia.  

 

Romania and Albania refused to participate in the attack of 

Czechoslovakia.  

 

The invasion killed 108 civilians and wounded about 500. The 

invasion was well-planned and coordinated. Czechoslovakia was 

not prepared for the invasion.  

 

 

 

 

Six Nations Agree to 

Court Cooperation 
By Julia Offerdahl 

 

    The Brussels Convention of 1968 was an enforcement and 

recognition of judgments in civil and commercial cases that 

were originally within the European communities. The treaty 

was signed by six members of the European community, Italy, 

France, Germany, Belgium, Netherlands, and Luxemburg.  

 

The treaty can be amended by agreement of the members.  All 

new member states of the European Union must agree to the 

treaty reached at Brussels Convention.  

 

The Brussels convention may be replaced sometime in the 

future. The regulation applies to commercial and civil matters, 

which is a part of the Europe private international law system.  
 

Pope Issues 

Statement on Life 
 

“There may be justified 

individual cases, for example 

when a male prostitute uses a 

condom, where this can be … 

a first bit of responsibility, to 

redevelop the understanding 

that not everything is 

permitted and that one may not 

do everything one wishes. 

 

The Pope Paul VI was elected 

in 1963 on the death of John 

XXIII. Paul's goal was to call 

for a more missionary church 

open to the world.  

 

He wants to foster discussions 

with other Christians and non-

believers; he wants people to 

unite.  
 

By Amanda Petro 
 
A South Vietnamese 
prisoner, Nguyen Van Lem, 
was shot and killed by 
Major General Nguyen 
Ngoc Loan on February 1 in 
Saigon. 
  

American photojournalist 
Eddie Adams, who took the 
above photo, says there is 
more to the story behind 
the photo than meets the 
eye.  
 
It is difficult to say whether 
the man being shot is an 
innocent civilian by just 
looking at him, but he was 
part of a team of assassins 
and the leader of a Viet 
Cong death squad. On the 
very day of his death, Lem 
murdered dozens of 
unarmed civilians. 
 

Lem’s plan was to kill 
officers of South Vietnam 
along with their families. 
If he had not been 
captured, he might have 
attempted to murder the 
very officer that killed 
him.  
 
Some of the reasoning 
behind Loan’s seemingly 
gratified expression is 
that he felt justified in 
killing a man who killed 
many of his people, and 
believed that the Buddha 
would be forgiving and 
understanding of his 
actions. 
  

No doubt this photo will 
be misinterpreted and 
used as more fuel to the 
anti-war protesters’ flame. 
 

By Abdirauf Sallah 

 

Pope Paul VI published his 

encyclical entitled Humanae 

Vitae, condemning birth 

control.  He thinks these sex 

protection are “evil monster” 

causing him to writing a 

book about it so it gets 

banned.  
 

Military takes over Greece 
By Caroline Seybold 

 

The Greek military announced a new constitution in May, 1968 

which would retain the monarchy but planned a return to the 

parliamentary system. 

 

Since April 21, 1967, Greece has been controlled and ruled by 

the military. The head of the military, Prime Minister Georgios 

Papadopoulus, decided that elections would not be held until the 

mentality in the country would change.  

 

Civil rights will probably be suspended until the civilian rule 

can be reformed. The new Constitution also guarantees a 

regulatory role for the military to maintain the social and 

political order and support of Constitutional Court and National 

Security Council.  

 

Another important point in the Constitution would be the return 

of King Constantine II after his failed counter-coup in 

December, 1967 when he tried to get troops that were loyal only 

to him after the junta military had basically taken over Athens. 
 

Viet Cong Officer Executed by 
South’s National Police Chief  
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Calgary Tower Opens to Public 
 Montebello Genocide 

Memorial Revealed 

 

 

By Antionna Bradley  

 

The tallest structure in 

Canada outside of Toronto 

opened in Calgary, Alberta, 

Canada in 1968. 

 

The Calgary Tower is a 190.8 

meters tall (626 feet). It is a 

standing observation tower in 

Downtown Calgary, Canada.  

 

It was originally called the 

Husky Tower. And was 

designed as a joint venture 

between Marathon Realty 

Company and Husky Oil as 

part of an urban renewal plan.  

 

The tower was built at a cost 

of at $3,500,000 Canadian 

and weighs about 10,900 tons. 

Sixty percent of the structure 

is underground. It opened to 

the public on June 30, 1968.  
 

By Avery Segebarth 

 

After construction began in 

the early 1960’s, the 

Montebello Genocide 

Memorial was revealed in 

April of 1968. The 

monument is to honor the 

martyrs of the Armenian 

Genocide perpetrated by the 

Turkish government.  

 

The monument was also for 

the recognition of all victims 

from crimes against 

humanity. The monument is 

located in Montebello, 
 

California, in the Los 

Angeles metropolitan area. 

It stands 75 feet tall. 

 

In 1915, the Turkish 

government planned to kill 

Armenians who lived in the 

Ottoman Empire. This event 

consisted of killing and 

deporting Armenians.  

 

This went on until the early 

1920’s and killed 1.5 million 

Armenians. There were also 

many others that were 

forcefully removed from the 

country.  
 

Equatorial Guinea, Nauru and Swaziland 

Became Independent Nations  
 

 
President Francisco Macias Nguema and 

Manuel Fraga representing the UN, sign the 

Proclamation of Independence.in Equatorial 

Guinea 
 

 

 

 

 
Representatives from Germany, Australia and  

 Great Britain along president Hammer 

Hammer DeRoburt holding Nauru’s new flag.  
 

 

 

 

 
King Sobhuza II reading the Declaration of  

Independence on September 6 in Swaziland 
 

 

 

 

By Alexa Carrera-Turcois 

  

Three new countries joined the 

family of nations during the 

year, Equatorial Guinea, 

Nauru, and Swaziland. 

 

This year was a year full of 

surprises as we see many 

international territories 

becoming independent. We 

can finally say that The 

Equatorial Guinea is an 

independent Central African 

country.  
 

 

As Portuguese explorers made 

their way back to India in 

1471, many islands like 

Bioko, otherwise known as 

Fernando Poo and Annobon 

were founded. These were 

part of the Portuguese until 

1778, when the Spanish Civil 

War took place Spain was in 

possession of these lands. 

However, it wasn’t until 

Saturday, October 12, 1968, 

that they gained their 

independence from Spain.  

  

In August of this year, a 

convention created a draft 

constitution with members of 

the United Nations team. With 

63% voting in favor of the 

constitution. In September, 

Francisco Macias Nguema 

was elected president and in 

October, the Equatorial 

Guinea officially became an 

independent country.  
 

 

We also see Nauru as an 

independent country in 

Oceania. On January 31, this 

tiny island becomes the 

smallest independent republic 

in the world.  

 

Leading to the independence, 

Nauru was governed by many 

countries such as Australia, 

New Zealand and Great 

Britain. Australia provided 

the actual administration in 

recent years. Germany then 

colonized it and discovered 

its rich phosphorus resources.  

 

Held this year, a 

constitutional convention in 

January and with the majority 

of votes, Nauru became one 

of the smallest independent 

country. Following that, 

Hammer DeRoburt was 

elected president.  
 

Finally we see Swaziland 

officially becoming 

independent. It gained 

independence from the 

United Kingdom. Britain 

controlled most of the 

Southern African territories. 

First, the British agreed to 

give Swaziland its 

independence in 1881, but 

was placed instead under the 

administration of the South 

African Republic.  

  

In 1963, Swaziland became 

protected under Britain and 

stayed in that condition until 

Britain granted it its 

independence this year on 

September 6. Swaziland 

seems to be doing well with 

its monarchy system. The 

King of Swaziland, King 

Sobhuza II, has been serving 

his now independent country 

since 1899. 
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Teen Shot by Brazilian Police 
 

Conservative Attacks UK 

Immigration Policy 
 

Vienna Convention Sets 

Standard on Road Signs  
 

 

Mao Advocates for 

Urban Education  
 

Massacre Rocks 

Mexico Days before 

Olympics Opens 
 

By Brian Avre 

 

Four students were killed and 20 were wounded while thousands 

more were beaten and jailed by police officers and military 

troops in Tlatelolco, Mexico.  

 

The students rallied to protest the violence by the riot police 

who sieged a Preparatory School that ended in some students 

being killed from a bazooka blasting the front doors.  

 

The president of Mexico, Gustavo Diaz Ordaz, sent the army to 

siege the protesters as the protest was drawing to an end.  The 

army was supposed to capture the movement’s leaders.  

 

Shots were fired and a shootout lasted two hours. This just 10 

days before the opening of the Summer Olympics in Mexico 

City. 

 

 

 

By Asanti Bekele 

 

Mao Zedong advocates for 

the education of  youth in 

urban China through the next 

five-year plan,  

 

Mao Zedong gained power 

after winning the Chinese 

Civil War with his 

organization People’s 

Republic of China. Shortly 

after he started to change the 

country, like in education.  

 

Before 1949 China had a 

literacy rate of 15%. To 

improve this, the Communist 

Party had to implement a 

new education policy 

throughout the youth of 

China.  

 

By the end of the civil war, 

only a few were attending 

school or had basic skills. 

Mao understood the 

“political importance of 

control over education” so 

his party headed to the  

 
 

 

 

education for all strategy.  

 

During the recovery time from 

the war 1949 to 1952, the 

party protected the rights of 

the poor, their access to 

schools, and the creation of 

new schools by locals.  

 

From 1953-1955 private or 

collective schools were open 

again so that the enrollment 

percentage would increase. 

Even though these new 

opportunities were coming, 

there were limitations to what 

was taught in schools, since 

the government is controlled 

by the Communist Party.  

 

Traditional Chinese ethics and 

morals of teaching were 

abandoned and texts from 

Mao and other communism 

documents were allowed.  

 

There were movements like 

the Great Leap Forward 

(1958-1960) and the Socialist 

Educational (1962-1965) were 

there to change the system.  

 

They worked to lower the 

social and cultural gaps 

between workers and peasants 

and urban and rural 

populations.  
 

 

By Rafa Alam 

  

Edson Luis de Lima Souto 

was a high school student 

protesting for meals that cost 

less money for poorer 

students at a restaurant.  

Police shot Edson in the 

chest, killing him. After the 

killing, protests began all 

over Brazil over Edson’s 

killing.  

 

He was born into a poor 

family in Northern Brazil. He 

 

 

 

 

moved to Rio de Janeiro to go 

to Cooperative Education 

Institute.  

 

On March 28, 1968, students 

in Rio de Janeiro organized a 

protest against the high prices 

of food in the Calabouco 

restaurant.  

 

On April 4, a Roman Catholic 

Mass was held at the 

Candelaria Church for Edson. 

After the mass, dozens of 

people were injured by the 

police. Another Mass was 

going to happen on the same 

day, but the police vetoed it. It 

did end up happening. Police 

were outside of the church and 

beat several people. 

 

Brazil is the biggest country in 

South America. It has a 

population of 91 million.  
 

By Amaria Banks 

 

A conservative, Enoch Powell 

made a speech attacking the 

government immigration 

policy in the United 

Kingdom. In his speech, 

Powell predicted by the year 

2000, up to seven million 

people in Britain would be of 

ethnic descent.  

 

He criticized immigration 

 

 

into Britain from the 

Commonwealth Nations and 

was against the anti-

discrimination legislation.  

 

By doing this the 

Conservative Party leader, 

Edward Heath, fired Powell 

from his position as Shadow 

Defense Secretary, which 

ended all hope for his future 

in conservative government. 
 

UN Adopts Standard 

on War Crimes 
By Kanaan Gudeta 

  

Convention on the Non-Applicability of Statutory Limitations to 

War Crimes Against Humanity was adopted by United Nations 

General Assembly Resolution 2391 on November 26.  

 

The convention provides that no signatory state may apply 

statuary limitations to war crimes. They are denied in the charter 

of the Nurnberg International Military Tribunal.  

 

The convention also applies to cruelty against humanity whether 

committed in time of war or in the time of peace, as defined in 

the charter of the Nurnberg International Military Tribunal.  
 

By Hussein Aden  

 

Convention on the Road was 

designed to increase road 

safety and aid to international 

road traffic. This decision was 

made during 1968 to make 

sure people are surveyed 

around the world. The 

agreement includes creating 

roads for isolated areas so the 

supplies could get arrive there 

safely.  

 

This agreement was created 

by the United Nations 

Economic and Social Council 

at its conference on the road.  

 
 

 

Road warning signs is a type 

of traffic sign that indicates a 

hazard ahead on the road 

that may not be readily 

apparent to a driver. This 

shows drivers to be careful 

and be aware of where they 

heading.  

 

The convention also 

specifies road marking must 

be less than 6 mm high and 

the truck reflectors no more 

than 15 mm above the road 

surface. Road markings must 

be white or yellow. 
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Beatles Rule the 1968 Year 

 

Warner Bros. 

withholds 11 

cartoons 

deemed to be 

offensive 
 

By Madeline Mahoney 
 

Warner Bros. has announced that 

they will be withholding eleven 

cartoons from the 1930’s and 40’s 

[with reissues as late as 1951] that 

have been deemed to perpetuate 

ethnic stereotypes.  

 

The censored animations include 

Hittin’ the Trail for Happy Land 

and The Isle of Pingo Pongo and 

Jungle Jitters. One of these 

cartoons includes Bugs Bunny!  

 

The cartoons are said to include 

disrespectful depictions of 

American Indians, Japanese, and 

Africans. Many of these 

animations came from a time of 

heightened anti-Japanese 

sentiment during the era of WWII. 

  

Perhaps this has been a long time 

coming. In 1943, the NAACP 

protested the cartoon, Black Coal 

to no avail. Additionally, in 1946 

Disney retired its film, Song of the 

South for its depiction of life of 

former slaves during 

Reconstruction.  

 

Many of the eleven censored 

cartoons include characters in 

blackface or depictions of 

“African savages.” Many people 

have taken issue with these 

cartoons since their creation but it 

is only now, several decades later 

that Warner Bros. has decided to 

stop their production. 

  

Of course there were many 

reactions to the release of this 

information. Many feel that it was 

the appropriate decision to make 

while others think it is unethical.  

 

By ignoring these cartoons are we 

threatening free speech? Are we 

erasing our problematic past? 

Should they be viewed by 

children? Should they only be 

available to adults? What is the 

responsible action to take 

regarding these cartoons? 
 

White is the color 

for the Beatles 
 

By Sierra Malberg 

 

The greatest rock band of all 

timer released their newest 

album as the year was 

coming to an end.  Their 

album known as “The 

Beatles” or “The White 

Album” was released on 

November 22, 1968. It has a 

plain white cover with the 

bands’ named written on the 

right side in black.  

 

It was designed by Richard 

Hamilton. It includes 30 

songs.  

 

The Beatles, also known as 

the “Fab Four,” formed in 

1960 and became a rock band 

in Liverpool. They performed 

at clubs in Liverpool and 

some of Hamburg. They 

experimented multiple genres 

of music such as hard rock, 

pop ballad, and Indian 

music.   

 

The four entertainers that 

were involved in the band are 

John Lennon, George 

Harrison, Ringo Starr, and 

Paul McCartney. They were 

the best-selling band in 

history.  
 

Beatles Song 

turned into 

Cartoon 

 
 

By Rosalinda Salazar 

 

The Yellow Submarine, a 

1968 British film is was 

inspired by the music of the 

Beatles, hit the screens.  

 

The real Beatles participated 

only in the closing scene in 

the film. Their characters 

were voiced by actors. The 

songs were sang by the 

Beatles.  

 

The song, Yellow 

Submarine, became one of 

the Beatles most popular 

songs. 
 

 

By Amaria Banks 

 

Chitty Chitty Bang Bang is a British musical adventure film. The 

film stars Dick Van Dyke, Sally Ann Howes, Lionel Jeffries, and 

James Robertson Justice Robert Helpmann is the antagonist, the 

child catcher. 

 

In the movie an unlucky British inventor turns a broken-down 

Grand Prix car into a fancy car for his children. They then go on a 

magical adventure to save their grandfather in another land. 

 

The film was produced by Albert R. Broccoli. John Stears did the 

special effects. The film was loosely based on Ian Fleming’s 1964 

novel “Chitty Chitty Bang Bang: The Magical Car.”  

 

Irwin Kostal conducted the music. The song “Chitty Chitty Bang 

Bang” had an academy award nomination. The car’s name, “Chitty 

Chitty Bang Bang, is from the sound the engine made. 
 

Sgt.  Pepper is 

Best Album 
 

By Elizabeth Mauricio 

 

Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts 

Club Band by the Beatles 

won the Album of the Year 

for 1968 at the 10th annual 

Grammy awards.  

 

This album is the very first 

rock band to win a Grammy 

for album of the year. 

The album was named #1 of 

all time by Rolling Stone 

magazine.  

 

The Beatles took out four 

other nominees. The Beatles 

were up against Bobbie 

Gentry’s album Ode to Billie 

Joe, Ed Ames’ album My 

Cup Runneth Over, Frank 

Sinatra and Antonio Carlos 

Jobim with their album 

Francis Albert 

Sinatra/Antonio Carlos 

Jobim, and Vikki Carr’s It 

Must be Him. 

 

This album represented a 

performance by the fictional 

Sgt. Pepper band. This was 

their alter ego group, and 

this would give them the 

chance to experiment 

musically.  
 

Magical Car is Star of New Movie 
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By: Antionna Bradley 

 

A new experience awaits 

people at fairs and 

amusement parks around the 

country---The Zipper. 

 

The first Zipper ride was 

introduced in Kansas 1968. It 

was invented by Jose Brown 

under Chance Rides. Since 

the debut, 200 rides have 

been built. It is one of the 

most mass-produced modern-

day rides of all time. It 

features strong vertical G-

forces, numerous spins, and a 

noted sense of 

unpredictability. 
 

 

Most models of the Zipper 

follow a basic format. A long, 

rotating, oval boom with a 

cable around the edge that 

pulls 12 cars around the ride 

for two minutes of thrills. Like 

most carnival equipment, the 

ride is designed to be portable, 

it can be disassembled onto a 

truck and be transported from 

site to site.  

 

Two adults or three children 

can sit in a seat with the 

maximum passenger weight 

being 340 pounds.  The total 

weight of the ride is 4080 

pounds. 

 

A Space Odyssey 
 

By Vitoria Wright 

 

2001: A Space Odyssey 

premiered at the Uptown 

Theater in Washington, D.C. 

The acclaimed film was 

directed by Stanley Kubrick 

and stars Keir Dullea  

 

Kubrik is one of the most 

influential directors in cinema 

today.  A majestic visual 

experience some would say, 

one of Kubrick’s best work yet.  

 

The film hits a record of 70 

millimeter wide gauge prints 

for the screening of the film.  

 

A team of 36 technical 

designers, and affiliating with 

40 industrial scientific workers 

here and in Europe.  

 

Kubrick assured us of the 

scientific accuracy and logic 

and outlook of the near future 

of space and man’s first 

experience with extraterrestrial 

life.  

 
 

New Ride Zips Through the Sky  
 

New Game 

Brings 

Ancient 

Babylon to 

America 
 

By Gabino Valero-Nolasco 

 

Hamurabi is a game with text 

based strategy. It focuses on 

land and resource 

management. This game was 

developed Doug Dyment in 

1968 at Digital Equipment 

Corporation.  It may be the 

first of a new type consumer 

game which is played on a 

computer.  

 

This game consist of ten 

rounds where the player is an 

ancient Babylonian king 

name Hammurabi who 

manages grain spent on crops 

for the next round.   

 

The DEC invented the 

FOCAL programming 

language in 1968. The game 

was originally described as a 

simulation program which 

will run on a minimal PDP-8 

system.  

 

Multiple versions of the 

consumer game were created.  
 

100,000 attend 

Music Festival 
 

By Ingrid Cabezas-Arevalo 

 

Newport pop festival, held in 

Costa Mesa, California on 

August 3 and 4 became the 

first pop music concert with 

over 100,000 attendees.  

 

The event originally was 

going to be at the Orange 

County Fairgrounds but a 

large advanced ticket sale 

forced the organizers to move 

to the concert from an indoor 

pavilion to the fairground’s 

parking lots.  

 

Fencing, staging, sanitation, 

and food concession had to be 

organized in three days before 

the show. Concessions ran out 

of food and drinks halfway 

through the first day. Water 

was provided through garden 

hoses.  

 

People camped at the 

fairgrounds because of a lack 

of hotel space. Harvey 

“Humble Harve” Miller was 

hired to promote the show and 

host the event.  
 

Tornado Warning! 

 
 

By Abdirauf Salah 

 

If you see a tornado, it may not be a destructive force. It may be the 

newest super hero created by DC Comics.  

 

The Android Red Tornado first appeared in All-American Comics 

#20 in 1940. Red Tornado was first shown as a super heroine whose 

alter ego was Ma Hunkel in 1939. She lived on Earth-2.   

 

Ma Hunkel was replaced with an android that is able to make 

tornado speed wind just being rotating his body fast thus causing 

him to be able to fly.  

 

Red Tornado was officially in the Justice Society of America, but 

was transported to another dimension, Earth-1, and joined the 

Justice League of America on August 1968.  

 

Red Tornado was created by writer Gardner Fox and the artist was 

Dick Dillin. In the comic, Red Tornado is created by Professor T.O. 

Morrow to destroy the Earth-1 Justice League of America and the 

Earth-2 Justice Society of America.  
 

Movie Goes Ape! 
 

By Suldan Omar 

 

Planet of the Apes, a new 

American science fiction 

film. This movie was directed 

by Franklin J. Schaffner and 

produced by Arthur P. 

Jacobs. This movie is an hour 

and 52 minutes long.  

 

The film is about how an 

astronaut crew who crash 

landed on a weird planet. The 

crew starts exploring the 

planet and find apes that have 

evolved with human-like 

intelligence and speech.  

 

The apes are the dominant 

species while humans are 

basically animals. This movie 

grossed $32.6 million.  
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Holy Cancellation 

Batman! Caped 

Crusader Closes 

Batcave! 
 

 
 

By: Julia Offerdahl 

 

Not the Joker, the Penguin, Catwoman or Mr. Freeze could take 

out the Caped Crusaders.  However, low ratings took out 

Batman. The live action TV series, based on the DC comic book 

character of the same name, was cancelled after three seasons by 

ABC.  

 

There are 120 episodes that aired on the ABC network from 

January 12, 1966, to March 14, 1968. The show starred Adam 

West as Batman (and his alter ego, Bruce Wayne) and Burt Ward 

as Robin, the Boy Wonder (and Wayne’s ward, Dick Grayson). 

 

The program’s highlights were the many guest stars who 

appeared at the villains.  Cesar Romero (Joker), Burgess 

Meredith (Penguin), John Astin and Frank Gorshin (Riddler), 

Eartha Kitt, Julie Newmar, and Lee Meriwether (Catwoman) are 

among the stars appearing. 

 

Victor Buono, who appeared as King Tut, once commented that 

appearing on the program allowed him to do what actors are 

taught not to do, ham it up. 

 

During season one, Batman was rated the number 10 program on 

Tuesdays and number 5 on Thursdays. The show was in color, 

everyone was used to the black and white though.  

 

Season two introduced many new guest stars as new villains to 

make the show more fun packed and interesting. However, as the 

end of the second season was coming to an end, too many 

viewers were becoming bored with the show and not as 

interested.  

 

A decrease in ratings resulted in Batman being cut down to only 

one show a week, and production costs were cut so sets became 

poor. To convince ABC that Batman deserved a third season 

creator William Dozier decided to freshen up the show by adding 

Batgirl.  

 

According to Yvonne Craig, the women who played Batgirl, the 

producers hoped to gain the attention of more male adult viewers 

and also young girls. Unfortunately, loads of viewers were lost 

and the show was cancelled on March 14, 1968 after its 120th 

episode. 
 

Star Trek Makes History 
 

 
 

By Zoe Chinander-McFaul 
 
If you caught one of the latest Star Trek episodes, broadcasted 
on Friday, November 22, you would have seen the whole 
Enterprise team captured and forced to perform for a group of 
Greek-obsessed humanoids using telekinesis. But if that is all 
you noticed your eyes must have been closed, because Captain 
Kirk and Lt. Uhura shared a passionate kiss, which also 
happened to be the first interracial kiss ever broadcast on 
television.  
 
But members of the Deep South almost never saw it. According 
to actress Nichelle Nichols, who plays Lt. Uhura, NBC executives 
nearly cut the scene entirely and after changing their minds, 
almost banned it from airing in the most Southern states.  
 
However as the episode was released, Nichols states again that 
the response was huge. “We received one of the largest batches 
of fan mail ever, all of it very positive, with many addressed to 
me from girls wondering how it felt to kiss Captain Kirk, and 
many to him from guys wondering the same thing about me. 
However, almost no one found the kiss offensive.”  
 
Although a few angry letters were received and many executives 
had doubts about the necessity of the kiss, most people involved 
agree that incorporating it into the story was worth the risk and 
in doing so, rocketed Star Trek further into the future. 
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Olympics Contain Drama On 

and Off Field of Competition! 
Race War Brought to Mexico 

 

 
 

By Mateo Perez and Abdirauf Sallah 

 

On October 16,  in Mexico City, the war against racism was 

brought to the Olympics. Tommie Smith and John Carlos, two 

African American track and field runners representing the 

United States, made it on the podium at the Olympic Games and 

shocked the whole crowd with their action.  

 

Smith took first place in the 200-meter dash and earned the gold 

medal, while Carlos took home the bronze medal. Peter Norman 

of Australia, placed second in the race, winning the silver medal.  

 

The two men wore black track suits and gloves to represent 

Black America and took their shoes off to represent poverty. 

During the Star Spangled Banner, Smith and Carlos each raised 

their fist in the Black Power salute. Almost instantly the whole 

arena started booing and wanted the two off of the podium. 

 

Under pressure from the International Olympic Committee, the 

United States Olympic Committee suspended the two from 

further Olympic participation and they were sent home. 

 

The two athletes received death threats for their actions in the 

Olympics. Authorities have been investigating these threats, 

however no arrests have been made. 

 

When the two were asked who planned it they both claimed 

responsibility which caused some conflict between the two. 

What the two athletes could agree on was how they came up 

with the idea.  

 

At first they asked the other African American athletes if they 

would all work together and boycott the games but the older 

athletes did not want to because it was their last chance to get the 

gold medal.  

 

Smith is one of 12 siblings born and raised in Clarksville, Texas. 

Smith moved to San Jose to attend San Jose University for track 

and field where he met Carlos.  

 

Unlike Smith, Carlos was an only child born and raised in 

Harlem, New York. Both men, from different parts of the 

country, stepped onto one of the largest stages in the world and 

fought for their rights in another country.  

 

"In life, there's the beginning and the end. The beginning don't 

matter. The end don't matter. All that matters is what you do in 

between – whether you're prepared to do what it takes to make 

change. There has to be physical and material sacrifice. When all 

the dust settles and we're getting ready to play down for the 

ninth inning, the greatest reward is to know that you did your job 

when you were here on the planet." -Tommy Smith 
 

Winter Olympic Games 

a Success for Grenoble 
 

By Caroline Seybold 

 

The 1968 Olympic Games in Grenoble, France, could also be 

seen as a revolution of the games; the first time broadcasts in 

color, the International Olympic Committee’s Medical 

Commission ordered femininity tests and doping controls and 

the first appearance of a mascot called “Schuss.” 

  

The Olympic Games were held from February 6th to February 

18th, included 35 different events with 1158 athletes from 37 

countries participating.  

 

The games on February 6th were officially opened the games 

with Charles de Gaulle’s speech.  

 

Highlights of the games were the dominant Norwegians who 

won the most medals overall with six gold medals, six silvers 

and two bronzes. Norway was the first country other than the 

U.S.S.R. to win the overall medal count.  

 

The top athlete on the Norwegian Team was the Cross Country 

Skier Ole Ellefaester who won two Gold Medals in 50 

kilometer distance men category and 4x10 men relay. 

 

The overall single athlete and probably sport fans favorite 

athlete was the French Alpine Skier Jean-Claude Killy, who 

won three single medals in slalom, giant slalom and downhill.  

 

After he won 12 of 16 races during the ski season preceding 

the Olympics, the French people had high expectations and 

hoped for good results at all the ski races that were hosted in 

Grenoble.  

 

The Alpine race was probably his biggest challenge for Killy 

when he had to race against his closest rival, Karl Schran. 

Schran received a rerun because he claimed that somebody 

crossed his path while he was racing through the fog.  

 

He beat Killy’s time and was declared the winner. But after 

some discussion the jury decided to disqualify Schran, 

reasoning his attempt to run should have been counted as he 

missed a gate before encountering the race official. So Killy 

was announced the winner in his third race and won his third 

gold medal.  

 

But besides all the glorious wins and highlights, Olympic 

Games always have a shade with them. The East German 

Team women’s luge team that won gold, silver and fourth was 

disqualified for heating their runners. For East German 

officials that was seen as an act of staged incident against their 

first official luge team.  
 

A Special Olympics 

for Special Athletes 
 

By Sagal Adam 

 

On July 20, 1968, thousands of athletes with intellectual 

disabilities from the United States and Canada gathered in 

Chicago to compete in the first Special Olympics International 

Summer Games. 

 

In the 1960’s, people with intellectual disabilities were taken 

out of society and put in institutions. Mrs. Shiver saw how 

unfairly the population of adults with these disabilities were 

being treated and knew that she had to do something about it.  

 

Eunice took “Camp Shriver” and recruited high school 

students to serve as counselors. She also involved in local 

schools and clinics.  

 

The Special Olympics started in the Maryland backyard of 

Eunice and Sargent Shriver's home and called it “Camp 

Shiver.” The “Camp” was a huge success which will hopefully 

continue helping kids and adults with intellectual disabilities 
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Tigers Have Banner Year! Catfish Pitches 

Perfect Game! 
 

 
 

By Avery Segebarth 

 

On May 8, 1968, during the 

Oakland Athletics vs. 

Minnesota Twins game, Jim 

“Catfish” Hunter from the 

Athletics pitched a perfect 

game. Hunter pitched the 9th 

perfect game in Major League 

Baseball history.  

 

This perfect game led Oakland 

to winning 4-0 at the Oakland-

Alameda County Coliseum. In 

this game Hunter struck out 

11 batters and only two of his 

batters he faced reached a 3-0 

count.  

 

Hunter relied on his fastball 

for most of the game. He 

helped the team in hitting too, 

Hunter drove in three of the 

four runs scored. His bunt in 

the 7th inning scored someone 

from 3rd  which broke the 

scoreless tie.  

 

Only 6,298 fans showed up 

for this history making game.  

 

This was the American 

League’s first regular season 

perfect game since Charlie 

Robertson’s in 1922. This was 

also the first no-hitter in 

Athletics’ Oakland history. 

Bill McCahan pitched the last 

no-hitter in 1947, when the 

franchise was based in 

Philadelphia.  
 

Tigers defeat Cardinals in World 

Series  

 

By: Antionna Bradley 

 

The Detroit Tigers defeated the St. Louis Cardinals in a 

deciding seventh game to clinch the World Series Title. 

 

The World Series saw the Cardinals lose a Game 7 for the 

first time in their history. The Tigers were the third team to 

come back from a three games to one deficit to win a best-

of-seven World Series, the first two being the 1925 Pirates 

and the 1958 Yankees. 

 

In game one, St. Louis defeated Detroit out with a 4-0 score. 

The aces, Bob Gibson for St. Louis, and Denny McLain for 

Detroit, dueled. 

 

In game two, Detroit came back and blew out the Cardinals 

with an 8-1 score. Three Tigers, Willie Horton, Mickey 

Lolich and Norm Cash, hit home runs. 

  

In game three, St. Louis beat Detroit by four runs, the score 

was 7-3. Each team hit two home runs.  

 

Game four was an amazing game for St. Louis, they beat the 

Tigers by nine runs, with a score of 10-1.  It was the second 

time Gibson and McLain dueled and the second time 30-

game winner McLain would lose! 

  

In game five it wasn’t really a good game for neither teams 

but Detroit manage to win by two runs, leaving the game at 

5-3. 

 

In game six, Detroit destroyed St. Louis, outscoring the 

Cardinals 13-1. Jim Northrup and Al Kaline hit home runs 

and McLain won his first World Series game. 

  

In a fitting end to winning the Series, in game seven, the 

final game, Detroit wins it all, leaving the Cardinals at a 

score 4-1. Mickey Lolich won his third game of the series.  

 

 

 

 

Tiger’s McLain 

first pitcher to 

win 30 games in 

years 

 
By Ria Thomegreene 

 

Denny McLain became the 

first pitcher in many years to 

win 30 games. Not only did 

he do that but he had actually 

won 31 games.  

 

He became the first pitcher 

to win 30 games since 

“Dizzy” Dean won 30 games 

in 1934! 

 

Every four days Denny 

McLain came out onto the 

diamond and started doing 

his thing. The season of 1968 

was a big season for the 

young pitcher, winning the 

Cy Young Award and the 

American League’s MVP.  

 

The same season he led the 

Detroit Tigers to the World 

Series championship. 

However, in the World 

Series he lost the first two 

games he pitched in.  He did 

win Game 6, which set up 

the dramatic Game 7 victory 

for the Tigers 
 

Italy Claims European 

Soccer Championship 
 

By Gregory Wilson  

 

Italy defeated Yugoslavia in the European Soccer championship 

2-1.  It took two games to decide the champion, as the first game 

ended in a 1-1 tue.  

 

The Azzurri came within nine minutes of defeat in the first 

attempt to decide the 1968 European Football Championship 

winners but they returned to Rome's Stadio Olimpico 48 hours 

later as a different proposition, dominating Yugoslavia from the 

beginning. 

 

Coach Ferruccio Valcareggi made five changes to his side 

reflecting a desire to match Yugoslavia for power and pace just 

when the Yugoslavs had none left.  

 

Two hard games including a semi-final against England and then 

extra time versus Italy, had sapped them and they did not have 

Italy's strength in depth.  

 

Any country that could call up Sandro Mazzola and Luigi Riva as 

replacements deserved to be regarded as the best in Europe. 
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Unser’s 500 Victory 

makes History!! 

 
 

By Amaria Banks 

 

Bobby Unser won his first his Indianapolis 500 in 1968. He had 

the record for the fastest average speed at 152.882 miles per 

hour. He comes from a whole family of racecar drivers, but he 

made his own name as he pushed himself and his cars to the 

max. 

 

Unser whose real name is Robert William Unser, who was born 

on February 20, 1934. 

                                       

He is the son, brother and uncle of racecar drivers, Al Unser, 

Jerry Unser and Louis Unser, and Johnny Unser.  

 

Unser debuted at Pike's Peak, which was known as "Unser's 

Peak" because of the family's history of success at the hill. He 

finished fifth behind his two brothers. He won six straight titles 

from 1958 to 1963. His streak ended when his brother Al won in 

1964. 

 

When discussing the danger of crashes, Unser said, “Yellow 

usually means it's not that serious” 
 

Race Car Driver 

Killed in 

Hockenheim Race 
 

 

 

By Addie Scott 

 

Renowned Grand Prix driver 

Jim Clark suffered a fatal 

crash in Hockenheim West 

Germany on April 7, 1968. He 

flew off the track in his Lotus-

Cosworth when the wheels 

failed to grip while turning on 

his sixth lap. The racer 

crashed into the trees which 

surround the track at 170 mph 

and was killed instantly.  

 

It was Clark’s first race at 

Hockenheim and the track 

seemed to be slightly wet 
 

 

 

 

 

from the morning rain. On his 

sixth lap Clark could be seen 

struggling to keep his car on 

the track before 

somersaulting three or four 

times and crashing into the 

trees. Experts on the scene 

said the malfunction seemed 

mechanical. Fans and loved 

ones now mourn the likable 

racer and search for someone 

to blame for the accident.  

 

Clark’s two sponsors Ford 

and Lotus debated which he 

would compete for before the 

race begun. Lotus wanted 

him start in the Formula Two 

event in Hockenheim. On the 

other hand, Ford wanted him 

to drive its new sports car at 

Brands Hatch.  

 

Lotus won this argument and 

the driver completed his last 

ever race in the Lotus-

Cosworth. The racer was a 

world champion in 1963 and 

1965 and won a record of 25 

Grand Prix races before his 

death at the age of 32.  

 
 

Soccer 

Stampede  

Kills 71 in 

Argentina 
By Christian Vizcarra 

 

A riot at a soccer match in Argentina left 71 killed and 150 

injured. 

 

This happened in Buenos Aires at a soccer match between River 

Plate and Boca Juniors. These two teams were very popular. 

The title of their match was known as Superclasico, which a 

Spanish word that means derby. It was called Superclasico 

because of the teams how famous they were.  

 

It is the fiercest and most important derbies.  

 

The riot took place at Gate 12. It was sad because the average of 

age of the people who died was 19 years old. They died so 

young because of the two different rivals of the two teams going 

against each other.  

 

There was so many theories of how it occurred. Some say this 

happened because Boca Juniors’ fans were throwing burning 

flag of the River Plate at them and from there it went out of 

control. 

Others said it was caused when River fans came to the section 

of Boca fans and stirred up trouble.  
 

Horse DQed from 

Derby for Doping 
 

By Ingrid Cabezas-Arevalo 

 

Dancer’s Image won the Kentucky Derby but was disqualified 

after the race when phenylbotazone was discovered in a 

urinalysis. Second place finisher Forward Pass was declared 

winner of the Derby. 

 

The Sunday before the Kentucky Derby, a veterinarian gave 

him a dose of phenylbotazone, commonly used for 

inflammation of the joints.  It was illegal for phenylbotazone to 

be in a horse’s system on a race day. However they believed the 

medication would wear off in time for Derby. Dancer’s Image 

suffered from sore ankles during his career.  

 

 

Dancer’s Image is a gray horse owned by businessman Peter 

Fuller. At age two, he won Graded Stakes in Maryland and at 

the Woodbine Racetrack in Ontario, Canada. He won several 

more races.  

 

Fuller and the horse’s trainer believed someone else could have 

gave him another dosage and filed an appeal for the 

disqualification. Dancer’s Image ran in Preakness Stakes 

finishing third to Forward Pass. He was disqualified again for 

bumping Martin’s Jig.  

 

The ankle problems forced Dancer’s Image to retire.  
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By Josiah Lossow 

 

Another year and one more 

Super Bowl. Only the second 

annual game but people are 

already saying this could be 

the next big tradition with 

more than 39 million people 

watching on TV and more 

listening at home, the Green 

Bay Packers defeated the 

Oakland Raiders 33-14.  
 

Green Bay was led by Coach 

Vince Lombardi and now 

two-time Super Bowl Mpst 

Valuable Player Bart Starr.  

 

The Packers came out to a 

quick lead, scoring their first 

three possessions with a 

touchdown and a pair of field 

goals for a 13-0 lead.  

 

Oakland came back with a 

touchdown to narrow the 
 

score to 13-7 and went into 

half with the Packers up 16-7.  

 

As the Packers did against the 

Chiefs the Packers came out 

and destroyed the Raiders, 

taking home the 

Championship with a 33-14 

win.  

 

Bart Starr again had a 

spectacular game going 13-24 

for over 200 yards and a TD. 
 

The Raiders were the top 

team in the American 

Football League with a 

record of 14-2 led by 

quarterback Daryle 

LaMonica.  

 

It was another tough loss for 

the AFL, but they remain 

hopeful they will win a Super 

Bowl in the near future.  
 

By Elizabeth Mauricio 

  

November 17 1968. The 

game was between the 

Oakland Raiders and the 

visiting New York Jets. The 

game was played in The 

Oakland Alameda County 

Coliseum in Oakland, 

California. At 7 p.m. Eastern 

time, NBC broke away from 

the game to broadcast the 

movie “Heidi.” 

 

The favorite team were the 

Raiders by 7.5. A total of 

53,318 people attended this 

game.  

 

The games total finishing 

score was 43-32, the Raiders 

making a comeback and 

winning the game by scoring 

two touchdowns in the last 

minute of the game.  
 

The game was interrupted on 

the East Coast when NBC, 

broke away from its coverage 

of the game to broadcast the 

television film, Heidi. This 

caused many viewers to miss 

the Raiders comeback.  

 

NBC had supposedly ordered 

the film, Heidi, to air at 7 pm. 

The game had taken a bit 

longer than two and a half 

hours. Because of injuries 

and penalties, the game ran 

longer than expected.  

 

As the night neared to 7 pm, 

people were calling in to ask 

about the night's schedule. So 

NBC proceeded with airing 

the film Heidi. This cause 

many people on the East 

Coast to miss the two final 

touchdowns that won the 

game for the Raiders.  
 

By Louis Peterson 

Back in January of this year 

the public was seeing 

speculation of the 

Marylebone Cricket Club’s 

tour of South America would 

be cancelled. Pieter le Roux 

minister of South Africa is 

refusing to accept the 

presence Basil D'Oliveira or 

any non-white player in 

England's Cricket tour of 

South Africa.  
 

In January of 1968 the MCC 

sent a message to the South 

African Cricket board saying 

there would be no restrictions 

on selection of teams.  

 

In March, Lord Cobham 

former MCC president met 

with Arthur Coy, the SACA 

secretary, to see if he could 

do anything to set in stone 

that the South African tour is 

happening. He said it would 

be “disastrous” for 

D’Oliveira to be on the tour.  
 

The MCC announced on May 

31 that Basil would be 14th on 

the team vs. the Australians. 

Later in July the MCC 

checked with 30 players to 

see their availability and 

Basil was not one of them, to 

citizen in the public this 

whole story would to be up in 

the air.  

 

At the end of August, the 16 

man squad was picked, and 

Basil was not on the list to 

tour. Rumors have it that 

Basil refused a job at a 

tobacco company in South 

Africa for 4000 pounds per 

year. 
 

In September the MCC met 

to discuss the D’Oliveira 

affair and about segregated 

teams in the tour. On 

September 24th the MCC 

called off the South African 

tour due the D'Oliveira affair 

and stated he was “terribly 

disappointed.  

 

The Tour was cancelled and 

D’Oliveira was not playing 

for the MCC by the end of 

this year.  
 

A Game to Last a Lifetime:  

Packers Claim Second Super Bowl Title 

 

“Heidi” Stops Fans from 

Seeing End of FB Game  
Brit Sails Around 

the World Solo! 
 

By Duncan Burnett 

 

Alec Rose was a nobody from Britain who served in the Royal 

Navy in WWII. Sometime after the war, he participated in a 

boat race finishing fourth behind Sir Francis Chichester. A few 

years later he planned to race Sir Francis around the world but 

something happened and it was delayed for a year.  

 

It was in July of 1967 when he set off from Portsmouth for the 

trip around the world. He landed in Melbourne, Australia 155 

days later. After four weeks he was back on the sea. At a point 

people had worried about him because there was no radio 

contact with him until Ireland picked up a message saying, 

“This is Lively Lady calling.”  

  

The whole trip lasted 11 months and 19 days. When he came 

back he had a hero’s welcome. Being escorted into port by 400 

boats, yachts, and others. There was 250,000 people waiting.  

 

A day after he returned he was granted knighthood and was 

honored in some yachting clubs. This was a great feat because 

he did this all alone. He was deemed a hero and made his way 

into the hearts of many. 
 

 Marylebone Cricket Club Tour of South Africa is Cancelled 
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Tallulah 

Bankhead 
(January 12, 1902-December 

12, 1968) 

 

By Abdirauf Sallah 

 

Tallulah Bankhead, a famous 

Hollywood actress died at St. 

Luke’s Hospital in Manhattan 

on December 12, at 7:45 a.m. 

She was 66. The death was 

caused by pleural 

pneumonia and emphysema 

due to smoking cigarette.  

 

 

Her last words were 

reportedly, "Codeine ... 

bourbon."  

 

Tallulah was amazing woman 

and knew what she was going 

after. Bankhead described 

herself saying, "Looking 

older than God's wet nurse" 

This quote shows how 

confident this woman was 

even as she aged. 

 

She retired and moved into 

230 East 62nd Street in the 

late 1950s. She last 

appearances on air on March 

15 & 16, 1968 on Batman. 

She portrayed the villainess 

Black Widow.   

 

Bankhead lived her life to the 

fullest saying, “If I had to live 

my life again, I'd make the 

same mistakes, only sooner.” 
 

Sam Crawford 
(April 18, 1880-June 15, 

1968) 

 

By Albaro Cloud-Sanchez 

 

Baseball great Sam Crawford, 

who played for the Cincinnati 

Reds and Detroit Tigers died 

of complications of a stroke 

he suffered. He had a stroke 

on May 26 and admitted to 

Hollywood Community 

Hospital.  

 

He was born in Nebraska and 

had a wife, Ada, and a 

daughter. He was an athlete in 

high school, then joined a 

traveling baseball team. He 

then joined the Chatham 

Reds, a minor baseball league 

team and was paid. 
 

He moved through the minor 

leagues playing for Grand 

Rapids in the Western League 

who sold him to the 

Cincinnati Reds. He became 

to be very good he was 

known for being a good 

slugger. 

 

Then bidding wars started in 

1902 between the National 

and American leagues. He 

ended up with the Detroit 

Tigers in 1903. The Tigers 

had the two best hitters in the 

Major Leagues with Crawford 

and Ty Cobb. 

 

After his playing career ended 

with the Tigers, he did not 

play in the major leagues 

again. But he did not want to 

give up baseball. He started 

coaching in the Pacific Coast 

League with the Los Angeles 

Angels. He then moved to the 

University of Southern 

California and became their 

head coach. 

 

Crawford was elected to the 

Baseball Hall of Fame in 

1957 by the Veterans 

Committee.  He was living in 

a small town at the edge of 

the Mojave Desert.  His 

neighbors did not know 

Crawford played Major 

League Baseball.  

 

John Leo 

“Paddy” 

Driscoll 
(January 11, 1895 - June 29, 

1968) 

 

By Amaria Banks 

“Paddy” Driscoll was an 

American baseball, football 

player, and coach. He was a 

triple threat in football, and 

was known as the best drop 

kicker in the early NFL. 

 

Born John Leo Driscoll on 

January 11, 1895 to Timothy 

and Elizabeth Driscoll in 

Evanston, IL. 

He attended college at 

Northwestern University. 

 

He was inducted into both the 

Pro and College Football Hall 

Of Fame, in 1965 and 1974 

respectively. He played 

quarterback and halfback in 

college for the Northwestern 

football team in 1915-17. 

 

He played Major League 

Baseball for the Chicago 

Cubs. He joined the U.S. 

Navy in World War I and 

won the 1919 Rose Bowl with 

the undefeated Great Lakes 

Navy Football team. 

 

 

 

He played professional 

football for many teams, 

Hammond Pros, Chicago 

Cardinals, and Chicago Bears. 

He led the Chicago Cardinals 

to the 1925 NFL 

championship. 

 

He was a football coach for 

many years, serving as the 

head coach of Chicago 

Cardinals, Marquette 

University and spent his last 

years with the Chicago Bears. 

 

Driscoll dies on June 29, 1968 

in Chicago.  He entered the 

hospital for a leg ailment, and 

never left. He is survived by 

his son, John.  His wife, 

Mary, died in 1960. 

 

 

Edna Ferber 
(August 15, 1885-April 16, 

1968) 

 
 

By Christian Vizcarra 

  

Edna Ferber was an American 

novelist, a short writer and 

playwright. She was famous 

for her novels.  

 

She was born August 15, 

1885, and died April 16, 

1968. She was many movies 

like Giant, and Show Boat. 

She was also in so many plays 

like Stage Door, The Royal 

Family, and Dinner at Eight.  

 

She was first a reporter and 

then she was a novelist. She 

wrote a lot of fiction. In 1924 

she won the Pulitzer Prize for 

her novel.  

  

In high school she wanted to 

act. She performed in a lot of 

school productions. When her 

father became ill she had to 

give up her dream of 

becoming an actress. Her 

father lost his eyesight. 

 

Edna’s mother took over the 

family business and that is 

how she became a news 

reporter, working on the “The 

Appleton Crescent.” 

  

Her next job was at the larger 

Milwaukee Journal. She 

suffered an exhaustive 

breakdown because of how 

hard she worked.  

 

She was one of the most 

influential women writers.  

 

She published a novel called 

“So Big” it was a big success 

to her career. The book sold 

more than 300,000, which 

won the Pulitzer Prize.  

 

She did not marry and had no 

children. She died at her 

home in New York of 

stomach cancer. She was only 

82.  

 
 

“Red” Foley  
(June 17, 1910-September 19, 

1968) 

 
 

By Amadeus Magee-

Robinson 

 

Country singer Red Foley 

passed in his sleep the night 

after a charity performance 

for the “Sheriff’s Posse” in 

Fort Wayne, IN.  The cause of 

death was respritory failure. 

 

Clyde Foley was an American 

Singer who lived in Kentucky 

on farm in Blue Lick. He was 

born into a deep musically-

influenced family who played 

many instruments, such the 

guitar, piano, harmonica, 

trombone, and banjo.  

 

He was in many concerts and 

performances growing up as a 

little kid. It was then that he 

gained the nickname “Red” 

because of his read hair.  

 

In the 1930s, when he was a 

freshman at Georgetown, he 

began singing solo.   

 

One of his best songs was 

called, “Peace in the Valley,” 

which was a huge hit in 1951 

that was sold over 25 million 

records.  
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Yuri Gagarin 
(March 9, 1934-March 27, 

1968) 

 
 

By Gabino Valero-Nolasco 

 

Yuri Gagarin, the first human 

to journey into space, died on 

March 27, 1968 while on a 

routine training flight. 

 

Gagarin became the first 

human in space when his 

spacecraft, Vostok I, 

completed an orbit around the 

earth on April 12, 1961.  

 

After orbiting the earth 

Gagarin became an 

international celebrity. He 

was awarded many medals 

and titles. 

 

He was named the Hero of the 

Soviet Union, which is the 

nation’s greatest honor. 

Vostok I was his only 

spaceflight, but he served as a 

backup crew to the Soyuz I 

mission.  

 

The Soviet Union drafted 

Gagarin. He was 

recommended to be sent to 

the air force so Gagarin went 

to Chkalov Air force Pilot’s 

school in Orenburg in 1957.  

 

After he graduated, he was 

assigned to the Luostari 

Airbase in Murmansk Oblast, 

close to the Norwegian 

border. This base was known 

to have terrible weather which 

made flying risky.  

 

Gagarin became a Lieutenant 

in the Soviet Air Force on 

November 5, 1957. Two years 

later on November 6 he 

received the rank of Senior 

Lieutenant.  

 

Yuri Gagarin was born March 

9, 1934 in Klushino, Russian 

SFSR, Soviet Union.  

 

While on a routine training 

flight, Gagarin and a flight 

instructor named Vladimir 

Seryogin died in a MiG-

15UTI. They crashed near the 

town of Kirzhach. 
 

Dorothy Gish 
(March 11, 1898-June 4, 

1968) 

 

By Julia Offerdahl 

 

Dorothy Elizabeth Gish,an 

American actress of the 

screen and stage, as well as a 

director and writer, passed 

away on June 4, 1968 at the 

age of 70. She passed away 

due to pneumonia in a clinic 

in Rapallo, Italy, where she 

had been a patient for two 

years, with sister Lillian at her 

side.   

 

Dorothy Gish was born on 

March 11th, 1898 in Dayton, 

Ohio.  Dorothy and her older 

sister Lillian Gish were major 

movie stars of the Silent Era.  

 

Dorothy and Lillian Gish both 

debuted in D.W. Griffith's 

“An Unseen Enemy.” She 

also continued to play in 

many one and two reel 

Biograph films, learning the 

difficult technique of silent 

film acting, and preparing for 

an opportunity when it came. 

Dorothy would go on to star 

in over 100 short films and 

features, many of them with 

Lillian. 

 

She made several appearances 

in an anthology television 

series during the early 1950’s. 

Her final film appearance was 

in the Otto Preminger film, 

“The Cardinal.” 

  

She was married to James 

Rennie, a Canadian born 

actor, who was her co-star in 

the movie, “Remodeling Her 

Husband.” They were married 

in 1920.  

 

For her contribution as an 

actress in motion pictures, 

Dorothy Gish was awarded a 

star on the Hollywood Walk 

of Fame in California in 1960.  

 

Hitoshi 

Imamura 
(June 28, 1886-October 4, 

1968) 

 
 

By Rosalinda Salazar 

 

Japanese General Hitoshi 

Imamura, one of the members 

of the Japanese hierarchy 

during World War II died on 

October 4. 

 

Imamura was tried after the 

war on war crimes charge of 

"unlawfully discharging his 

duty...to control the members 

of his command, whereby 

they committed brutal 

atrocities and other high 

crimes..." 

 
 

Hitoshi Imamura was born 

June 28, 1886.   He graduated 

from the imperial Japanese 

Army Academy in 1907. 

Imamura was commissioned 

as second lieutenant in the 

infantry on December 26 of 

that year. He was promoted to 

lieutenant in November 1910 

in the Imperial Japanese war 

in World War II.   

  

Throughout his career, 

Hitoshi held many positions 

in the military.  He fought in 

World War II, the Second 

Sino-Japanese war, New 

Guinea campaign, Solomon 

Island campaign.  

 

Hitoshi died in October 4, 

1968, at age 82.  
 

Duke 

Kahanamoku 
(August 24, 1890-January 22, 

1968) 

 
By Hussein Aden 

 

Duke Kahanamoku, a Native 

Hawaiian competition 

swimmer who popularized 

Hawaiian sport of surfing, 

died January 22 of a heart 

attack.   

 

He was born on August 24, 

1890 January. Duke was five-

time Olympic medalist in 

swimming.  

 

After his swimming career 

ended, Duke became a law 

enforcement officer.  

 

In 1893 Duke’s family moved 

to Kalia Waikiki near the 

present site of the Hilton 

Hawaiian Village to be closer 

to his mother’s parents and 

family.  

 

Duke mostly grow up with his 

siblings and 31 cousins. At a 

young age Duke loved going 

to school because he always 

use to see older kids going to 

school and he hoped that one 

day he will go to school.  

 

He attended the Waikiki 

Grammar school at 

Kaahumanu School. One 

thing that Duke never 

accomplished was the chance 

to graduate high school. As a 

young man in high school, he 

quit school because his family 

was going through lots of 

problems. He quit school to 

support his family. 

 

When Duke was growing up 

he spent his youth as a 

bronzed beach boy. At the 

beach he developed his 

surfing and swimming skills. 

He did this because this was 

his favorite place to be.   

 

Duke began breaking records 

beating the existing world 

record by 4.6 seconds in the 

salt water of Honolulu 

Harbor.  
 

After breaking the record, he 

easily qualified for the U.S. 

Olympic swimming team in 

1912. In the Olympic in 

Stockholm he won a gold 

medal in the 100 meter 

freestyle and a silver medal 

with the second place U.S. 

team in men’s 4 x 200-meter 

freestyle relay.  

 

The next Olympic in 

Antwerp, Duke came back 

strong by winning the 100 

meters. Duke retired from 

swimming after the Antwerp 

Olympics.  

 

He visited other countries 

because he made the surfing 

famous.  

 

Duke was cremated.  For his 

funeral, a 30-man police 

escort accompanied the 

funeral to Waikiki Beach, 

where his ashes were 

scattered into the ocean he 

loved.  
 

Helen Keller  
(June 27, 1880-June 1, 1968) 

 
By: Antionna Bradley  

 

Helen Keller, famous for 

overcoming being both deaf 

and blind, died in her sleep on 

June 1. 

 

Keller was born on June 27, 

1880, in Tuscumbia, AL. She 

had two younger siblings, 

Mildred Campbell and Phillip 

Brooks Keller, and two older 

half-brothers from her 

father’s prior marriage, James 

and William Simpson Keller.  

 

Helen’s father served as a 

captain for the Confederate 

Army. Her mother, Kate 

Adams, was the daughter of 

Charles W. Adams, a 

Confederate general.  

 

Helen was born with the 

ability to hear and see, but at 

19 months old, she contracted 

an illness described by the 

doctor as, an acute congestion 

of the stomach and the brain, 

that left her deaf and blind.  

 

During that time she was able 

to communicate with Martha 

Washington, the six-year-old 

daughter of the family’s cook. 

By the time she was seven, 

she had over 60 home signs to 

communicate with her family.  

 

Even through the hard times, 

she learned to live with her 

disabilities.  

 

She learned how to tell which 

person was walking by from 

the vibrations their footsteps 

would make. The sex and age 

of the person could be 

identified by how strong and 

continuous the steps were. 
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Frankie Lymon 
(September 30, 1942-

February 27, 1968) 

 
 

By Julia Offerdahl 

 

Singer/songwriter Frankie 

Lymon died on February 27. 

Lymon was found dead of a 

heroin overdose at the age of 

25 on the floor of his 

grandmother’s bathroom. 

 

He was best known as the boy 

soprano lead singer of the 

New York City based early 

rock and roll group called 

“The Teenagers.” The group 

had five boys and they were 

all obviously teenagers.  

 

Franklin Joseph Lymon, but 

went as “Frankie,” was born 

in Harlem, New York, on 

September 30, 1942. 

Frankie’s family had 

struggled with money, so 

Frankie started working as a 

grocery boy at age 10.  

 

In early 1957, Lymon and the 

Teenagers broke up while on 

a tour in Europe. As a solo 

artist, Lymon was not nearly 

as successful as he had been 

with the Teenagers.  

 

On July 19, 1957 an episode 

of the ABC TV show, Frankie 

began dancing with a white 

teenage girl while he was 

performing his second release 

called “My Girl.”  

 

People were not okay with 

this since he was black and 

she was white so they 

cancelled the T.V show.  

 

Frankie began a relationship 

with Elizabeth Mickey 

Waters, who became his first 

wife in January 1964 and the 

mother of his only child, a 

baby girl named Francine, 

who died two days after birth.  
 

Bill Masterton 
(August 13, 1938-January 15, 

1968) 

 
 

By Elizabeth Mauricio 

 

Bill Masterson, center for the 

Minnesota North Stars of the 

National Hockey team league, 

died on August 13 at the age 

of 30 from massive brain 

injuries suffered during a 

hockey game.  

 
 

During the game against the 

Oakland Seals, he was hit so 

hard he fell back hitting the 

back of his head on the ice 

without wearing a helmet.  

 

Masteron was rushed to 

Fairview Southdale Hospital 

by an ambulance where he 

later passed.  

 

Masterson grew up in 

Winnipeg, Manitoba, where 

he learned the game of 

hockey. He played college 

hockey at the University of 

Denver, where he was part of 

two NCAA Championship 

teams in 1960 and 1961. 

 

The NHL created the Bill 

Masterson Memorial Trophy 

which is given to the player 

“who best exemplifies the 

qualities of perseverance, 

sportsmanship and dedication 

to hockey.” The first winner 

was Claude Provost.  He 

"Embodied the definition of 

perseverance and dedication 

to hockey" throughout his 15-

year career.” 

 

He is survived by his wife, 

Carol, two children, parents 

and a brother. 
 

Upton Sinclair 
(September, 20 1878-

November, 25 1968) 

 
 

By Ria Thomegreene 

 

Upton Sinclair was an 

activist, author and journalist. 

He had written amazing 

books that he is very well 

known for.  

 

An early book, The Jungle, 

brought him notoriety 

because he described unsafe 

conditions in the meat-

packing industry.  Sinclair 

was one of the people 

Theodore Roosevelt called 

“muckrakers.” 

 

His book Dragon’s Teeth had 

even won a Pulitzer Prize, a 

high award and author can 

earn. 

 

Sinclair was born in 

Baltimore, MD on September 

20, 1878 

Sinclair was moved to a 

nursing home and died of old 

age and the health conditions 

that come with it. He had died 

shortly after his 90th birthday. 
 

John Steinbeck 
(February 27, 1902-December 

20, 1968) 

 
By Avery Segebarth 

 

Author John Steinbeck, the 

author of The Grapes of 

Wrath, Of Mice and Men, and 

East of Eden died at age 66 

on December 20, 1968 from 

congestive heart failure.  

 

John Steinbeck was born in 

Salinas, California on 

February 27, 1902. . 

Steinbeck was the only son of 

John Ernst Steinbeck Sr. and 

Olive Hamilton.  

 

He gained his love for 

literature from his mom, 

Olivia. He decided in high 

school he wanted to be a 

writer.  

 

Steinbeck was a laboratory 

assistant and farm laborer 

while he studied at Stanford 

University, where he did not 

finish to graduate.  

 

He traveled to New York in 

1925 and was a reporter. He 

wrote 27 books, 16 novels, 

six nonfiction books and two 

short stories.  
 

Georg Von 

Kuechler 
(May 31, 1881-May 25, 1968) 

 
 

By Caroline Seybold 

 

German Field Marshall and 

war criminal Georg Karl 

Friedrich Wilhelm von 

Kuechler died on May 25, 

1968 in Garmisch-

Patenkirchen, Germany. 
 

Georg von Kuechler was born 

on May 30, 1881 in an 

aristocratic Prussian family in 

Hanau, Germany. After 

attending Schloss Philipsruhe 

he joined the Imperial Army 

in 1900, serving in the 25th 

Field Artillery Regiment.  
 

During World War I, he was 

send to the Western Front as a 

Hauptmann (captain) in 

charge of command artillery 

units. He was awarded the 

first and second Iron Cross 

within the first months of 

arriving.  

 

He joined the military of the 

Weimar Republic after World 

War I and became the 

commanding officer of the 

first military district.  

 

In 1940, he supported the 

Nazi racial policy and 

commanded 18th Army in the 

invasion of France and lower 

countries and reached as far 

as Pas de Calais.  

 

He was promoted to the rank 

of Colonel General and 

continued to command 18th 

Artillery in the invasion of the 

Soviet Union. His troops were 

successful until Leningrad. 

After he requested to fall back 

due pressure of the Soviet 

Army, he was immediately 

sent into retirement. 

 

Georg von Kuechler was 

arrested by the American 

occupation authorities and 

sentenced to 20 years of 

imprisonment for war crimes 

and crimes against humanity.  

 

He was released in 1953 due 

medical reasons and died in 

1968 in Garmisch-

Patenkirchen.  

 

 

 

 

 


