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Natural Disasters Wreak Havoc on Country 

Flood kills 250 along 

Mississippi River 
 

By Run ‘Nita Snead 

 

The Great Mississippi River 

Flood of 1927, one of the 

natural disasters in the 

United States, destroyed 

more than 23,000 square 

miles of land was 

submerged, thousands of 

people were displaced and 

about 250 people had died.  

 

It begins in extremely 

heavy rains in the central 

basin of the Mississippi 

River on April 22. When 

September came the 

Mississippi tributaries in 

Kansas and Iowa were 

swollen to capacity.  

 

The Mississippi River 

broke out of its levee 

system in 145 places and 

had flooded 27,000 square 

miles. The water had 

flooded an area of 50 miles 

wide and more than 99 

miles long.  

 

The flood caused over $400 

million dollars in the 

damages and killed people 

in seven states. The flood 

had affected Kentucky, 

Louisiana, Arkansas, 

Illinois, Mississippi, Texas, 

Oklahoma, Kansas, 

Missouri, and Tennessee.  

 

Arkansas was hit the 

hardest with 14% of its 

territory covered by 

floodwaters.  

 

On April 15, 15 inches of 

rain fell in New Orleans. 

On 18 hours more than 4 

feet of the water had 

covered parts of the city. A 

few weeks later about 30 

tons of dynamite were set 

off on the levee at 

Caernarvon, Louisiana and 

had sent 250,000 feet of 

water pouring through the 

levee.  

 

It was intended to prevent 

New Orleans from 

experiencing major 

damage.  

 

After the Great Flood of 

1927, the Army Corps of 

Engineers was charged with 

taming the Mississippi 

River. Work began to pass 

a bill allowing the Corps to 

create system of levees. 

Floodways that diverted 

excessive flow from the 

Mississippi River may be 

constructed.  

 

The flood water began to 

recede in June. The flood 

further enhanced the 

reputation of Secretary of 

Commerce Herbert Hoover, 

who was in charge of flood 

relief operations.   

 

The river had swelled so 

high and flowed so fast the 

residents of New Orleans 

thought it was like facing 

an angry, dark ocean. A 

man said “I saw a whole 

tree just disappear, sucked 

under by the current, then 

saw it shoot up. It must 

have been a hundred yards. 

It looked like a missile fired 

by a submarine.” 
 

Massive Flood destroys part 

of  Vermont 
 

 

By Diamond Dixon 

On March 3, 1927 is one of the 

biggest disasters Vermont has 

had in the state’s history. 

Vermont has approximately 20 

floods and this flood has been 

the worst out of the 20 in the 

last 200 years.  

 

The rain was heavy the 

weekend of the flood and by 

the dirt already absorbing the 

water from the rainfall the 

streets started to flood. The 

streams were no help due to 

the overflow because of the 

uncommon amount of rainfall.   

 

It all started on November 2 at 

10:00 pm. On November 3, the 

rain came down harder. 

Vermont got a little over seven 

inches that day in only six 

hours.  

 

The flood came and took 

almost everything with it such 

as trees, farm animals, logs, 

bridges and much more. The 

flood also swept away people 

homes and community in a 

matter of minutes.  

 

The flood left behind almost a 

foot of mud, wrecked homes 

and stores, and 84 lives were  

 
 

lost. The flood left the town 

looking like a disaster. The  

 

Vermont flood is labeled as 

“The worst natural disaster in 

states history.” After the 

Bolton Valley Damn broke, 

Vermont lost 23 

manufacturing plants.  

 

The cost of repairs was 

$2,812,500. $4oo was given 

to every woman, man, and 

child in Montpelier.   

 

Record shows that 1,258 

bridges were either destroyed 

or damaged. Total damages 

added up to approximately 

$35 million including the 

$7,755,000 for the bridges and 

highways.  

 

Vermont recovered from the 

flood very well. They stayed 

strong and helped one another 

bring their town back to how 

it was. Many argued that the 

recovery was from the state 

and government and not the 

people and others argued the 

total opposite.  

 

This flood broke a lot of 

hearts and did a lot of damage 

but the people of Vermont did 

their part to bring their town 

back to life.   
 

Coolidge Decides against  

Re-Election Bid 
 

 

John Calvin Coolidge, Jr., 

the 30th President of the 

United States, was born in 

Vermont, on July 4, 1872. 

He is the only President to 

be born on Independence 

Day.  

 

Coolidge attended 

Amherst where he joined 

the Phi Gamma Delta. He 

moved to Northampton, 

MA after graduating to 

practice law. Coolidge  

apprenticed at a local law 

firm, Hammond & Field.  

 

Coolidge became Vice 

President in 1920 and 

President on August 2, 

1923 when President 

Harding died. Coolidge 

heard of Harding’s death 

by messenger while 

visiting his home in 

Vermont, which had 

neither electricity nor a 

telephone.  

 

His father, a notary, and 

administered the oath of 

office in the family’s 

parlor. 

 

By Ronnie Moore 

 

President Calvin Coolidge 

decided not to run for 

reelection on August 2 in 

South Dakota. Coolidge’s 

decision to not run for 

President in 1928 was 

elaborated. “If I take another 

term, I will be in the White 

House till 1933 … Ten years 

in Washington is longer than 

any other man has had it-too 

long!” He also said “The 

presidential office takes a 

hearty toll of those who 

occupy it.” 
 

Tornado Destroys St. Louis 
 

By Ronnie Moore 

 

The 1927 St. Louis tornado 

was one of the biggest 

tornadoes in history. Seventy-

nine people died in the storm. 

It is also the second costliest 

tornado.  

 

At first the news was for rain, 

with a temperature of 72 

degrees. Soon after that, the 

barometer fell. The west was 

black, with a thunderstorm 

starting to go towards 

northeast, and the rain was 

falling heavily with it. They 

did not see the tornado. 

 

In five minutes of the storm, 

the tornado killed a total of 79 

people, and left 550 people 

injured. 

The tornado struck hard in the 

industrial area near Manchester 

Avenue, and Kings Highway.  

 

The tornado damaged 

mansions along West Pine and 

Lindell boulevards near the 

New Cathedral. 

 

The tornado ruined blocks 

along Westminster Place, 

Sarah St., Garfield Ave, Page 

Blvd, Cote Brilliante Ave, and 

other streets. It also destroyed 

eight schools. An 11-year-old 

girl was killed by a collapsed 

wall at West Belle School. It 

also destroyed a few national 

parks. 

 

The tornado destroyed more 

than 460 homes, and damaged 

800.  
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Calvin_Coolidge-Garo.jpg
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Armored Car Robbed 
 

By Nalayasia King 
 

The first armored car robbery 

happened in Pittsburgh, March 

11, 1927. The group of 

robbers was led by Paul 

Jaworksi, who escaped from 

prison to avoid the electric 

chair.  

 

Jaworksi was known as the 

leader of the Pittsburgh’s 

“Flathead” gang, a mob of 

bank robber and safecrackers 

working out of the Detroit 

area. Jaworski had staged 

plenty of violent heist across 

Michigan and some in 

Pennsylvania in the early 

1920’s.  

 

The Flathead Gang was a 

group of bank robbers that was 

operating in Michigan and 

Pennsylvania. When the police 

in Michigan became a major 

problem the gang fled to 

Pennsylvania. The Flathead 

and their leader, Paul 

Jaworksi, had the most public 

exposure after they committed 

the first armored car robbery 

in 1927.  

 

On March 11, two armored 

trucks that were coming from 

a Coal Company contained 

over $100,000. The 

“Flatheads” hit the two 

armored truck with a small 

blast using dynamite, hitting 

the top of the truck causing the 

driver to go unconscious, and 

ripping up the road and 

throwing the truck a few feet 

back.  

 
 

 

Gang Leader Paul Jaworski 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “Flatheads” got into their 

blue Stearns-Knight 

automobile. The driver gave 

the officers who arrived on 

the scene moments later the 

license plate number to the 

automobile the robbers drove 

away in. The “Flatheads” 

gang and Jaworksi sped away 

once all the money was in 

their escape vehicle, leaving 

with over $100,000. 

 

When detectives and police 

arrived at the scene and 

started to collect evidence, 

they discovered the tracks of 

the car that the “Flathead” 

gang used as the escape 

vehicle. Investigators working 

the case followed the tire 

tracks to a nearby Ginger Hill 

Road. The abandoned vehicle 

matched the license plate 

number that was reported by 

one of the truck drivers. 

 

Jaworksi was born in 1900. 

He was an American gangster 

and later became one of 

America’s most wanted 

criminals. Jaworksi was born 

in Poland but came to United 

States in 1905. A Cleveland 

raised gangster,  

 

The police put a reward of 

$5,000 for the arrest of the 

Jaworski and the other 

members of the “Flathead” 

gang. As of Dec 31, 1927, all 

members of the gang have not 

been captured. 
 

The second explosion missed 

the second truck causing the 

truck to turnover. All five of 

the guards inside of the truck 

that did not fall unconscious 

from the first blast then fell 

unconscious. The nine bandits, 

including Jawarski, came from 

nowhere and grabbed the 

money that was in the truck. 
 

But before Jaworksi and the 

“Flatheads” could leave some 

of the guards and one of the 

drivers regained 

consciousness. They were told 

by Jaworksi to “Roll over and 

keep your face in the mud.” 

The driver of the second 

vehicle watched as the  
 

28 died, 500 Injured in Pittsburg Explosion 
 

By Nalayasia King 

 

The Pittsburgh Gasometer 

explosion was a tragic 

accident that took place in 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania on 

the day of November 14th, 

1927. Pittsburgh was the home 

of the world's largest 

cylindrical gasometer. It was 

owned by the Equitable gas 

company, who owns three 

other gasometers in the United 

States. 

 

The morning of November 14, 

1927 a group of repairmen 

was sent to fix a small leak in 

the 20-story tall gasometer. 

The repairmen thought that the 

gasometer was emptied so 

they decided to use an open 

flame blowtorch to find the 

leak.  

 

The leak was found but the 

gasometer was filled with 

natural gas. The flame ignited 

the contents in the gasometer. 

The gas then went into the air 

like a balloon and exploded, 

causing a rain of fire over a 

one mile radius. 
 

The Gasometer blew up on the 

street of Reedsdale. Pieces of 

steel smashed into a near-by 

building filled with people, 

The blast caused windows to 

break from several miles 

around the gasometer. 

Buildings rocked and windows 

broke.  

 

It seemed at first that an 

earthquake was happening. 

Telephones poles broke, and 

alarm systems shattered. Over 

five hundred people were 

injured due to the glass and the 

metal. Many men and women 

including children had blood 

running down their face from 

face cuts caused by the glass.  

 

Extra firefighters and police 

were on the scene within 15 

minutes of the blast. Police, 

taxis, trucks, ambulances and 

firefighters rushed people to 

the nearby hospitals. Police 

and firefighters discovered 28 

people died. Hospitals 

reported over 500 people 

injured. Doctors and nurses 

were responding to the calls 

for help. 
 

Since hospitals were full, the 

Red Cross and the Salvation 

Army set up stations to help 

the injured. 

 

Firefighters started using 

dynamite in effort to move 

large masses of wreckage. 

Streets were broken causing 

water pipes underground to 

break. This flooded in homes, 

factories, and warehouses. 

Firefighters and police carried 

injured civilians through waist 

deep water in effort to bring 

them to medical help. 

 

On November 15, the police 

was given strict orders “Shoot 

to kill” to keep sightseers and 

looters away. But city 

officials found the policy too 

extreme.  Superintendent of 

Police Peter P. Walsh 

changed the order to “Give 

them a good body beating and 

then call the patrol wagon and 

send them to the hospital.” 

Police watched constantly to 

prevent looting.  
 

Attack kills 

38 at 

Michigan 

Elementary 

School 
 

By Run’nita Snead 

 

The Bath Elementary School, 

in Bath Township, MI was 

violently attacked by Andrew 

Kehoe on May 18, 1927. It 

killed 38 children and six 

adults and injured 58 people.  

 

Andrew Kehoe was a farmer 

living in Bath Michigan. He 

was a member of the school 

board and the town clerk. He 

lost the nomination for the 

clerkship and he was having 

trouble with school board.  

 

He was having financial 

problems and his wife was ill. 

Kehoe was facing the 

possibility of losing his 80 acre 

farm.  

 

Kehoe was responsible for one 

of the largest school related 

mass murders in the United 

States. He killed his wife and 

set their house other farm 

buildings on fire. He killed 

himself in a second explosion 

aimed at the school’s 

superintendent.  

 

This was a diversion leading 

neighbors and others to the 

farm to fight the blaze. Kehoe 

drove to the Bath Consolidated 

School. It was the new school 

he opposed building. He 

planted hundreds and pounds 

of dynamite.  

 

He was the district volunteer 

handyman and he had access to 

the building. After months of 

planning, Kehoe took his 

revenge on the town and the 

school by setting off a bomb at 

around 8:45 a.m. that morning. 

Not all the dynamite went off.  

 

A. McMullen, another 

neighbor had noticed that 

Kehoe had stopped working on 

his farm for the most preceding 

year and thought he would be 

planning suicide. Kehoe gave 

him one of his horses about in 

April 1927 but McMullen 

returned it.  

 

As part of Kehoe’s 

preparations to destroy his 

farm, he had cut all his wire 

fences, and cut off his 

grapevine plants before putting 

them back on their stumps to 

hide the damage. He had 

gathered lumber and other 

materials and put them in the 

tool shed, which later had 

exploded with an bomb.  

 

At 8:45 a.m. Kehoe detonated 

the firebombs in his house and 

farm causing some debris to fly 

into a neighbor’s poultry 

brooding house neighbors had 

noticed the fire and volunteers 

rushed to the scene.  
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Communist Party Military 
By Nalayasia King  

The People’s Liberation 
Army (PLA) formed in 
August 1, 1927. The PLA 
began around the time the 
Nanchang Uprising started. 
It is the military of the 
Communist Party of China 
(CPC).  

The PLA consists of four 
different professional 
services. The People’s 
Liberation Army Ground 
Forces, The People’s 
Liberation Army Navy, 
People’s Liberation Air 
Force, and the Second 
Artillery Corps. It is the 
largest military forces 
worldwide, with over 
2,280,000 people.  
 
The troops of the People’s 
Liberation Army are 
stationed in seven different 
military regions and more 
than 20 military districts. 
The People’s Liberation 
Army sign is a red star with 
the Chinese symbol in the 
middle for “Eight One” 
referring to the day August 
1st.  
 
 

Nalayasia King 

 

The Cristero War also known as 

La Cristiada started in 1926 and 

was an attempt to revolutionize 

against the anti-clericalism 

ruling of the Mexican 

government. The rebellion 

started when the Mexican 

government enforcement of the 

Mexican Constitution of 1917. 

It was put in place to stop the 

influence of the Roman 

Catholic Church and its other 

organizations.  

 

On August 3rd, 1926 more than 

400 armed Mexican Catholics 

shut themselves up in the 

church. They exchanged gunfire 

with Mexican federal troops but 

later surrendered when they ran 

out of ammunition. In the battle 

18 people died and over 40 

people were wounded or badly 

hurt. The following day 240 

government soldiers stormed 

into the church and destroyed it. 

On August 14 government 

agents executed Father Luis 

Bátiz Sainz. The execution 

caused a group of ranchers, led 

by Pedro Quintanar to seize the 

local treasury and to declare 

themselves in rebellion to the 

Mexican government.  

 

The Cristero War is the largest 

rebellion in Mexican history. 

After a peaceful period the 

Mexican Catholics became 

violent in 1927. A group of 

Mexican Catholics rebelled 

from the New Mexican 

Constitution and called 

themselves “Cristeros” after  
 

 

The People’s Liberation Army 
is under the command of the 
Central Military Commission 
(CMC). It was formed during 
the Nanchang Uprising when 
the troops of Kuomintang 
(KMT) rebelled under their 
leaders Zhu De, He Long, Ye 
Jianying, and Zhou Enlai after 
the end of the Kuomintang 
communist alliance. A draft in 
China has never be enforced 
due to the large number of 
people join the army 

voluntarily.  

 
The duties of the People’s 
Liberation Army are to help 
peace with in China, keep 
China protected, to follow 
and do what the Communist 
Party says, and to help insure 
China’s territorial integrity 
and security in order to 
continue the national 
development of the country 
 
On September 9, 1927 the 
PLA fought in their first battle 
led by their leader Mao 
Zedong. In the Autumn 
Harvest Uprising, the PLA 
battled the Kuomintang.  
 

Revolution 
Rocks Mexico 

Jesus Christ. The rebellion’s 

women were known for 

smuggling guns and 

ammunition to the rebels They 

also snuck in priests to give 

religious help to the rebels. 

 

The formal Rebellion started 

on January 1st, 1927, when 

bands of rebellions started 

moving in the “Los Altos” 

region northeast of 

Guadalajara and began seizing 

villages. The Cristeros battle 

cry was ¡Viva Cristo Rey! 

¡Viva la Virgen de Guadalupe! 

which means Long live Christ 

the King! Long live the Virgin 

of Guadalupe.  

 

The rebels raided towns, 

trains, and ranches in search of 

money, horses, ammunition, 

and food. Later the Mexican 

government was supplied with 

arms and ammunition by the 

U.S. government. Later, they 

were also supplied with air 

support to defeat the Mexican 

Catholic rebellions.  

 

On February 23, 1927 the 

Cristeros defeated the federal 

troops at Guanajuato. On June 

21, 1927 the first female 

Cristeros was formed and were 

named the “Saint Joan of Arc.” 

It began with 17 women but by 

the end of the following month 

the group had over 130 

members. Its mission was to 

get money, weapons, 

information from the federal 

troops, and to help heal the 

wounded Cristeros. 

 

The First Transatlantic     
Telephone Call 

 
By Diamond Dixon  

On January 7, 1927, AT&T was 

the first to create telephone 

service from North America to 

London. A two-way 

conversation was made  

 

 

between New York and 

London using a radio.  

AT&T president Walter S 

Gifford, located in New York, 

and Sir Evelyn Murray, who 

controlled the British 

telephone system at the 

time was located in London, 

were the people on the ends 

on the phone.  

There were also scribers who 

booked calls that day to 

witness this great idea.  In 

due time, the service was 

able the reach from North 

America to Europe.  

 

Charles Lindbergh 
Flies Solo Across the 
Atlantic 
 
By Diamond Dixon  

On Friday May 20
th

, 1927, 

Charles Augustus Lindbergh 

flew The Sprint across the 

Atlantic from New York City 

to Paris. He also went alone.  

He took off in Long Island, 

New York at 7:52 am. It took 

him 33 hours and 29 minutes 

to arrive in Paris which lands 

him in Paris at 10:22 pm and 

May 21
st
  

Six others lost their lives 

trying to fly across the 

Atlantic.  

When Lindberg arrived in 

Paris, there were 150,000 

people were waiting for him. 

They carried him for about 

two hours before he  

 

 

 

was rescued from the crowd 

and brought to safety.  

The flight was labeled Class-

C for the world record of a 

non-stop flight. He even 

received the Orteig Prize.  

 
Charles Lindberg 
 

 

 

Plane that made Historic Flight 

 

The Spirit of St. Louis is the custom-made plane by Ryan 

Aircraft that Charles Lindberg flew solo across the Atlantic 

Ocean.  Lindberg plans on taking a number of Good Will 

flights across the United States in 1928 before donating the 

plane to the Smithsonian Institute so all Americans can view 

a piece of history. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=7-3aFhT4HkA-QM&tbnid=CtLImTaYJZfQRM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=https://asunews.asu.edu/20110607_spirtstlouis_exhibit&ei=o5t7U5zkOIakyATi6YHIDA&bvm=bv.67229260,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNESMqe5xVqAechpPxPhXgYQG0ISMA&ust=1400696094666025
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 The Academy of Arts and 

Sciences Created 

By Diamond Dixon 

On January 11, 1927 people met 

up at the Ambassador Hotel to 

hear and talk about the proposal 

of the international academy of 

motion picture arts and science. 

The “International” part was 

removed.  

Thirty-six people attended the 

meeting including Cedric Gibbons, 

George Cohen, and Irving 

Thalberg.  By March, the 

organization was running and 

Douglas Fairbanks was elected the 

president.  

A banquet was held at the 

Biltmore Hotel on March 11, 1927.  

During the banquet 230 people 

joined the academy. Each of them 

paid $100 each. 

Thomas Edison was also granted a 

reward, the very first honorary 

membership. Five branches were 

created made that night. A 

producer was one of the branches 

along with actors, directors, 

writers, and technicians.  

The academy first headquarters 

was located at 6912 Hollywood 

Boulevard but it was only 

temporary. The headquarters then 

moved to the Roosevelt hotel 

located at 7010 Hollywood 

boulevard.  

 

Silent Film Star 

Valli Valli Dies 
4, 1927 in Hampstead,London. She 

performed in Berlin, Germany. 

Valli Valli was born Valli Knust on 

February 11, 1882 in Berlin, 

Germany. 

She was a silent film actress and a 

music comedy actress as well. She 

lived in England most of her life. 

Valli went to school in Paris and 

London. Her first appearance was 

when she was 12 in 1894. She 

performed in Gentle Ivy at the 

Terry’s Theatre in London.   

She is much known for when she 

performed in The High Road In 1915 

and “Her Debt of Honor” along with 

The Turmoil In 1916. 

She had a husband by the name of 

Louis Dreyfuss. He was a theatrical 

producer. He was at one of his 

latest plays when he heard news of 

his wife’s condition. He arrived a 

few minutes after she passed away. 

 

 

Rugby Broadcast on Radio! 
By Ronnie Moore 

Captain Henry Blythe Thornhill 

Wakelam is an English sport 

broadcaster and rugby union 

player. Wakelam gave the first 

running sports commentary on 

BBC radio, which was the 

England vs. Wales Rugby 

international match at 

Twickenham. 

When Wakelam was describing  

 

 

 
Silent Film Start Valli Valli 
 
By Diamond Dixon 
 
Silent film actress Valli died November  
 
 

 

 

 

 
Inventor Thomas Edison was granted the first honorary membership 
in the Academy of Arts and Sciences 
 

the play run, a voice in the 

background mentioned the 

square the play was happening in.   

Wakelam knew a wide variety of 

sports. He and C.A. Lewis gave 

the first soccer commentary a 

week after his broadcasting 

debut, on British radio. He also 

covered cricket and Wimbledon 

later in 1927. 
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Davis Claims World Snooker Title 
By Nalayasia King 

 
 

Joe Davis won the first-ever World Snooker Tournament. The tournament was 

held at many different venues through the whole season, but the finals took 

place at the Camkin’s Hall in Birmingham, England. The tournament was 

organized by Davis and Bill Camkin.  

 

The different players who played in the World Snooker Tournament picked their 

own venues to play at. To enter into the competition you had to pay a fee of five 

guineas per player and with a five guineas side stake.  

 

The winner of the championship would take the half of the entry fee and split it 

with the runner up. The winner received 60% of the money. The winner also 

received half of the gate receipt from the Billiards Association and Control 

Council after the expenses were equally shared out between the other players. In 

total the winner will receive £6.10 shillings.  

 

The BACC used the players’ part of the fees to buy the championship trophy. 

 

There was a total of ten players who entered into the tournament: Tom 

Carpenter, Nat Butler, Melbourn Inman, Tom Newman, Tom Dennis, Fred 

Lawrence, Albert Cope, Alec Mann, Joe Brady and Joe Davis.  

 

During the tournament Albert Cope made the highest break of 60 but he lost 

during the semi-finals.  

 

The finals pitted Tom Dennis against Joe Davis, The referee was Bill Camkin. 

In the finale Joe Davis made a break of 57. The runner up was Tom Dennis. The 

ending score was 20-11.  

 
 

Whiskery Wins Kentucky Derby 
By Nalayasia King 

 

Whiskery won the Kentucy Derby with the time of 2:06:00. The runner up 

was Osmond.  

Whiskery is owned by Harry P. Whitney. His Jockey was Linus McAtee.  

The Kentucky Derby is a race for three year old horses. The first Kentucky 

Derby was held in 1875. The race has been annually on the first Saturday of 

May.  

The Kentucky Derby is one of the oldest horse race in the US. The 

Kentucky Derby races are located in Churchill Downs Louisville, Kentucky. 

The distance of the race is 1 ¼ miles. The race is known in the U.S. as “The 

Fastest Two Minutes in Sports.”  

The First Kentucky Derby was first ran at 1½ miles on May 17, 1875.. But 

in 1896, it was changed to 1¼ miles. The crowd was estimated of 10,000 

people. The race was for one year old horses only. But then it was changed 

to only three year old horses.  

No horse since Apollo has won the Derby without having been only two 

years old. On May 16th, 1925, the first live broadcast of the Kentucky 

Derby was broadcast by WHAS and also by WGN in Chicago.  

Whiskery was born in Kentucky in 1924. Whiskey Broom II color was Bay. 

His Breeder/Owner was Harry Payne Whitney and trainer Fred Hopkins.  

Whiskery won the Ardsley Handicap at age two. He also won the 

Chesapeake Stakes. He also received the American Champion 3-Year old 

Male Horse of the Year.  

Skater Szabo Retires 
By Ronnie Moore 

 

Former World and Olympic Champion Herma Szabo retired after she lost the World Championship to Sonja Henie. 

One of the best women skaters, Szabo was introduced to sports at a young age by both her mother, and uncle, who 

were famous figure skaters as well. Since her uncle was also an ice skater, she learned how to skate at his ice rink. 

Herma Szabo entered competitions under different surnames, but she stuck with Szabo, which mainly refers to her 

accomplishments. Soon, she made her skating debut in 1924, competing in the Winter Olympics. She won a gold 

medal. From 1922 to 1926, Szabo also won world titles for ladies’ figure skating multiple times. 

As a skater, Szabo was also helped make ladies figure skating better by wearing skirts that were cut above the knee. 

Wearing short cut skirts gave more freedom of movement in the legs. 

However, by 1927 Herma Szabo retired as a figure skater when she was defeated by Sonja Henie of Norway. 

Szabo’s retiring also caused a controversial, saying that three out of the five judges were Norwegian placing Sonja 

first. The other two judges, who were German and Austrian, placed Szabo first. 

Robert Benoist is 

Driving Star! 
By Ronnie Moore 

 

 
Robert Benoist is a French Grand Prix 

motor racing driver and a war hero. 

When Benoist was a young man, he 

served during World War I in the French 

infantry, then as fighter pilot in the new 

Armee de l’Air and as a flying 

instructor. 

 

During the postwar, Benoist became a 

test driver for the De Marcay car 

company. Afterwards, he moved onto 

Salmson and became very successful in 

cycle car races before being signed to 

drive for Delage in 1924. The next year, 

he teamed up with Albert Divo and won 

the French Grand Prix. 

 

In 1927, he won the French, Spanish, 

Italian and British Grand Prix races 

driving a Delage 15-S-8 and earned the 

season championship title for the French 

manufacturer. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pound_sterling
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Tunney-Dempsey 

Rematch for Boxing 

Championship 
  

NHL Season Begins 

By Diamond Dixon 

 

The 11th season for the national hockey league 

started November 5th, 1927 and is scheduled to end 

April 14th, 1928.  

Hockey is one of the fastest growing sports. The 

Montreal Canadians and Montreal Maroons basically 

lowered the audience in. There are 44 games total with 

10 teams.  

The New York Rangers became the first U.S based 

team starting their second season in the fall of 1927. 

 

 

 
By Diamond Dixon 

On September 22, 1927, the great Gene 

Tunney and Jack Dempsey, the "Manassa 

Mauler,” had a rematch at the Soldier Field in 

Chicago, IL. More than a 100,000 people 

attended the fight.  

The fight was intense. During rounds 1 through 

6 Tunney did Dempsey good until the 7th 

Round. Dempsey had Tunney cornered and for 

the first time ever Tunney was down.  

Dempsey gave him two rights followed by two 

lefts and Tunney went down.  Tunney was 

down for about 3 to 8 seconds.  

 

Dempsey was not in a neutral corner so the 

referee could not count unless he got in the 

neutral corner. He waited 5 long seconds 

before deciding to move to the neutral 

corner.  

Dempsey wasted time and could have had 

the opportunity to win this fight. Tunney 

was able to get himself up and recover.  

In The Eighth round Tunney knocked 

Dempsey out and he won. After the fight 

Dempsey lifted up Tunney’s arm and told 

him, “You were the best. You fought a 

smart fight kid.” Dempsey lost his last fight 

and Tunney was knocked off his feet for 

the first time.  
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James Oliver 

Curwood 
 

(June 12, 1878-August 13, 

1927) 

 

 
 

By Nalayasia King 

 

Author James Curwood 

died on August 13 due to 

complications from a spider 

bite. 

 

James Oliver Curwood was 

born In Owosso, Michigan 

on June 12th, 1878. James 

was the youngest out of 

four children. James 

Curwood left high school 

before graduating with his 

class.  

 

He enrolled in the 

University of Michigan and 

passed the entrance exam. 

He studied Journalism and 

enrolled into the English 

program. But after two 

years of college he quit 

college to become a 

reporter for Detroit News-

Tribunes. While working at 

the Detroit News-Tribune 

he sold his first story.  

 

In the early 1900’s 

Curwood took a trip to the 

Canadian northwest. While 

working there he got an 

inspiration for his 

wilderness adventure 

stories. His first books 

became very successful 

gave him the opportunity to 

go to Yukon and Alaska for 

several months each year. 

That gave him enough time 

to write over 30 books. 

  

In 1892, Curwood’s 

writings made him a 

wealthy man. He built a 

castle in Owosso, 

constructed in the style of 

an 18th century French 

chateau. The castle looked 

over the Shiawassee River. 

In the castle, Curwood 

made a writing studio. 

Curwood also bought a 

camp in the area of Baraga 

County, Michigan.  

 

Curwood became an 

advocate of 

environmentalism. 

Curwood was appointed to 

the Michigan Conservation 

Commission in 1926. His 

quote “The Greatest thrill is 

to not kill but to let live” 

from his book The Grizzly 

King became one of the 

greatest quotes for wildlife.  

 

 

 

 

William 

Einthoven 
 

May 21, 1860-September 

29, 1927 

  

 
 

By Nalayasia King 

 

Nobel Prize winner Willem 

Einthoven died September 

29 at the age of 71. He 

received the Nobel Prize for 

Physiology and Medicine.  

 

Einthoven was born in 

Semarang in the Dutch East 

Indies on May 21, 1860. 

Willem was the oldest son 

and the third child in the 

family. His father was an 

army medical officer for the 

Netherlands. His mother 

Louise was the daughter of 

the Director of Finance in 

the Indies. His father died 

when Einthoven was just 

six years old. After his 

father died his mother 

relocated to the Netherlands 

with her children in 

1870’s.   

     

In 1885, Einthoven 

graduated from college with 

a medical degree from 

University of Utrecht. In 

1886 he became a professor 

at the University of Leiden. 

The new job gave him a 

place to develop his 

groundbreaking research. 

He became interested in the 

respiratory function in the 

body. He started doing 

research in the way the 

heart works.      

     

In 1903 Willem Einthoven 

received the Nobel Prize in 

Medicine for inventing the 

first practical 

electrocardiogram.  He 

received a second Nobel 

Prize in 1924. 

 

He was recognized with 

many different honors for 

the work and his 

achievements.  

 

oven married and had four 

children. He died in Leiden 

and was buried in the 

graveyard of the Reformed 

Church at the 6 

Haarlemmerstraatweg in 

Oegstgeest.  
 

Bartolomeo 

Vanzetti 
 

(June 11, 1888-August 22, 

1927) 

 

 
 

By Ronald Moore 

 

Italian-born anarchist 

Bartolomeo Vanzetti was 

executed on August 22, 

1927. At Charlestown State 

Prison in Massachusetts. 

 

Bartolomeo Vanzetti was 

born on June 11, 1888. In 

1920, he was convicted for 

murdering two men during 

the armed robbery of a shoe 

factory in South Braintree, 

Massachusetts.  

 

He was not the only one 

who was convicted murder. 

Nicola Sacco, who was 

born on April 22, 1891 was 

also convicted as a 

murderer with Vanzetti. 

 

During their arrest, 

numerous witnesses said 

that Vanzetti was in 

Plymouth, Massachusetts 

and Sacco was in Boston’s 

North End.  

 

They had to recount their 

anarchist beliefs in court to 

explain why they were 

found armed during their 

arrest with suspicion 

leading the jury.  

 

Sacco and Vanzetti were 

found guilty of first-degree 

murder on July 14, 1921. 

Sacco and Vanzetti had a 

private Defense Committee 

that made a series of 

appeals and funded largely 

to their case.  

 

Recanted testimonies, 

conflicting ballistics 

evidence, a prejudicial 

pretrial statement by the 

jury foreman, and a 

confession by an alleged 

participant in the robbery 

were appeals based on the 

trial.  

 

The original trial judge 

denied all their appeals. 

Their case received 

worldwide attention by 

1925.  

 

Both Vanzetti and Sacco 

were sentenced to death by 

the electric chair. 
 

Wayne Wheeler 
 

(November 10, 1869-

September 5, 1927) 

 

 

 
 

By Ronnie Moore 

 

Prohibitionist Wayne 

Wheeler died from kidney 

failure on September 5.  

His actions were 

instrumental in helping 

pass the Volstead Act, 

which led to the 18
th

 

Amendment. 

 

Wayne Wheeler was the 

child of Mary Ursula 

Hutchinson Wheeler, and 

Joseph Wheeler. He was 

born in Brookfield 

Township, in Ohio. 

 

After high school, he 

began to teach at a school 

for two years until he 

decided to enroll for 

college. Wheeler enrolled 

classes at Oberlin College, 

and graduated in 1894.  

 

He was shortly accepted as 

an organizer for the Anti-

Salon League. Wayne also 

earned a law degree from 

Western Reserve 

University in 1898 as he 

worked full time.  

 

He became a skilled 

debater in his years of 

college. This helped him in 

his career path as a 

temperance worker, joining 

the Anti-Salon League as a 

field secretary.  

 

Being accepted in the ASL, 

he developed a distinct 

sense of power used in 

order to persuade people 

into a political action. This 

was based on the use of 

media and communications 

to persuade politicians that 

the public wants a 

particular action. It also 

included as threats, and 

intimidation. 

 

As he continued to fight 

for prohibition, he also 

retired. Fighting for 

prohibition of alcohol led 

to his death.  

 

Wheeler died because of 

exhaustion and kidney 

failure at the age of 57. He 

died in his summer home 

in Little Point Sable, 

Michigan. 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:James_Curwood.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Willem_Einthoven.jpg
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